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So  Mfp  Burn*  lold  me  how  to  fmd  the  meadow  In  which  Ihe 
object  hail  landed  and  aald  he  Judged  that  the  UFO  had  rested 
about  100  yards  from  the  highway.  But  he  gave  me  no  further 
directions.  I found  the  meadow,  stepped  off  100  yards  along  the 
west  fence*  and  then  went  10  or  15  steps  farther*  Then  with  the 
Geiger  counter  turned  on,  I walked  across  the  Held  eastward. 
When  I was  about  two-thirds  of  the  distance  across  Ihe  meadow, 
the  needle  started  to  rise  and  in  the  area  from  there  40  or  45 
eteps  eastward  the  needle  swung  off  the  dial  a number  of  times. 
I traded  the  probe  slick  (by  Its  flexible  wire)  in  the  dry  grass 
and  several  limes  picked  up  highly  radioactive  particles  lhal  sent 
the  needle  off  the  dial.  Even  though  1 walked  far  off  the  landing 
■Ue,  the  needle  would  not  return  until  I had  cleaned  off  the 
Gelger-Mudler  O<50  tube  with  a cloth. 

Fortunately,  before  I was  halfway  through  this  Investigation 
Mr,  Harry  Cook,  a DuPont  research  engineer,  and  a Mr,  Funk, 
a fellow  engineer,  while  driving  home  from  the  day’s  work, 
the  former  having  learned  the  day  before  that  the  UFO  had  landed 
somewhere  In  that  meadow,  saw  me  there,  slopped  their  car, 
Joined  me,  and  corroborated  my  Gndings  when  thvy  saw  the  evi- 
dent radioactivity  revealed  by  the  Geiger  counler.  <Se«  Jan.  17 
Richmond  Times- Dispatch.)  Thit  Geiger  counter  I used  Isa  Model 
2B12  Portable  Survey  Meter  with  a Model  P15 probe.  The  Count- 
er’s ranges  are  0.2,  2,  and  20  mr/hr  coinciding  with  600;  6,000; 
and  60,000  counts  per  minute  full  scale  with  the  PIS  probe.  The 
several  times  that  1 had  rvidendy  picked  up  radioactive  particles. 
I had  the  range  set  at  0.2,  but  the  needle  still  stayed  off  the  dial 
even  when  1 set  the  counter  to  the  2 or  20  ranges,  and,  as  I said 
before,  the  needle  did  not  return  to  near  zero  until  I brushed  off 
the  tu^  with  my  handkerchief-  After  I had  uncovered  the  tube  in 
In  the  probe  stick  the  second  time,  to  dean  if  off,  I walked  over 
the  landing  area  with  the  probe  stick  and  exposed  tube  held  about 
five  fee!  from  the  ground.  VV'hile  l was  doing  this,  the  needle 
wavered  around  16-18  m ill  1 roentgens  per  hour.  The  rays  so 
registering  were  evidently  striking  the  tube  from  various  directions 
from  the  ground.  And  we  notio^  that  when  all  three  of  us  were 
near  to  look  al  the  counter  dial,  our  bodies  seemed  to  shield  out 
many  of  the  rays,  so  that  the  needle  dropped  back  considerably. 
This  wi>uld  indicate  that  the  radiation  was  not  of  the  gamma  ray 
type,  because  gamma  rays  will  penetrate  several  feet  of  solid 
concrete,  whereas  a thin  sheet  of  paper  will  stop  the  alpha  rays 
and  S4»melhlng  like  a one-inch  board  will  stop  beta  rays. 

(hi  January  12  Technical  Sergeant  David  Moody  and  Staff 
Sergeant  Harold  Jones  of  the  Wright- Patterson  Air  Force  Base, 
after  telephone  convertations  inUiated  the  day  before  by  the  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  team,  arrived  to  investigate  the  UFOlandlng  of  over 
three  weeks  earlier.  Horace  Bun,  Clair  Weaver  (student  president 
of  the  UFO  Investigators  of  tlaslcrn  Mcnnonlte  College),  and  I 
accompanied  the  Air  Force  officers  to  the  landing  side  J2  miles 
south  and  back  again  to  Harrisonburg.  Sergeant  Moody  had 
Mr,  Hums  tell  the  entire  slory  of  his  sighting,  both  on  the  way 
and  on  arrival  al  the  plaix  of  the  sighting.  Also  he  qurslloned 
me  us  Ui  my  invesligatlon  of  rbeUmlingsUe  and  discovery  of  the 
high  radioactivity.  To  Mr.  Dalliis  Kersey,  reporter  for  the  Rich- 
mond  Tltn«»-Uls patch,  who  Joined  u»  wnen  we  were  about  lo  begin 
work  in  the  Acid,  Sergeant  .Miaxly  said, ’'This  is  an  unusual  sight* 
Ing.  hS  not  routine.  If  tl  was  routine,  we  wouldn’t  be  here,** 

As  the  now  sU  of  us  walked  into  the  field,  still  covered  with 
four  Inches  of  snow  remaining  from  a stxJnch  fall  of  a few  days 
before,  it  was  no  little  gratification  to  me  to  see  Mr,  Bums  lead 
the  group  exactly  lo  the  area  that  Mr,  Cook,  Mr.  Funk,  and  I 
had  found  to  be  radioactive,  and  lo  hear  him  say,  "Here,  Gentle- 
men, b where  this  Thing  stood.’*  Thb  was  the  firs!  time  Horace 
Burns  and  t had  been  near  the  place  at  the  same  time. 

Sergeant  Moody*  using  a Model  2586  Beta-Gamma  Survey 
Meter,  tested  the  arcs  (rather  perfunctorily,  we  felt)  at  8 or  tO 
spots,  first  scraping  the  4 Inches  of  snow  aside  each  time  with 
hb  Twice,  when  the  needle  ftaned  to  rise,  he  ejaculated, 

"Uhr\  r|uickly  made  -Mime  adjustment  on  his  Survey  Meter 
which  caused  the  needle  to  return  to  zero,  and  then  satd,  ’’See, 
there**  no  radiation  here^’  On  a third  occasion  (each  of  these 
witnessed  by  at  least  three  persons),  when  he  poked  his  insirumeni 
too  far  into  a clump  of  grass  (after  he  had  klckeil  off  the  snow), 
several  grass  stubbles  punctured  the  thin  grey  p1a>t;c-llke  TUm  on 
the  end  of  the  Meter  and  thlsUmethe  needle  shot  up  much  higher 
than  before,  before  he  could  jerk  back  the  Meier  and  examine 
the  damaged  fUm.  But  again  he  made  the  adjustment,  towered 
the  Meter  more  gently  and  said,  ’’There's  no  radiation  hereF* 
However,  he  tic  know!  edged  rhe  J rams  imi  d !nch-'<  of 

mow  that  h*d  fallen,  since  ^he  »ime<u'my  inv»f%ttg  ujim  -jti  Tl*^- 
rrTib*^r  could  h avr  dis ted  any  radioactive  isotopes  depositeil 
(here  on  Dec  21,  depending  on  their  halMife, of  course.  1~he  Serg- 
eants both  seemed  sufficiently  Impressed  by  all  the  facts  they 
observed  and  heard  related,  th^t  they  said  several  times  that  of 
the  532  UFOi  reported  In  1864  and  investigated  by  the  Air 


Force  (of  which  16  were  classified  as  unidentified  or  unexplained) 
this  could  well  result  in  being  the  1 7th  for  1D64, 

In  virw  of  till  these  facts,  when  Mr.  Bums  and  I each  received 
our  3-page  py  (dated  January  27*  1965)  of  the  Air  Force 
report  and  findings  on  the  Dec.  21  UFO  landing  near  Staunton, 
It  wds  with  considerable  surprise  and  dismay  that  we  found  that 
the  Air  Force  had  decided  there  had  been  no  such  UFO  sighting 
and  landing.  The  report's  concluding  paragraph  reads: 

''CONCLUSION:  It  is  believed  that  a vehicle  of  thU 
size  would  be  observed  by  additional  witnesses  at  the  time 
and  location  of  the  reported  evenL  There  were  no  addi- 
tional witnesses.  Tltere  was  no  confinnatlcin  of  radio- 
activity In  the  area.  Grass  and  weeds  had  not  been  de- 
pressed. There  was  a total  lack  oF  any  indication  that  a 
vehicle  had  landed  In  the  Geld.  Investigation  by  Air  Force 
personnel  arid  subsequent  analysis  of  the  data  collected 
fails  to  reveal  any  evidence  of  an  alleged  landing/' 

Apparently  the  honest,  straighlforward,  detailed  testimony  by 
Horace  Burns,  as  to  what  he  saw  Ln  the  air,  on  the  ground,  and 
In  the  air  again,  and  its  elTect  on  the  motor' of  bis  car,  and  my 
testimony,  supported  by  two  technically  experienced  witnesses,  as 
to  the  radioactivity  of  the  landing  site  of  the  UFO,  do  not  con- 
stitute evidence  as  far  as  the  Air  Force  Is  concerned. 

Strangely  missing  from  the  gready  detailed,  3-'page  report 
from  the  Air  Force  was  any  reference  at  all  to  the  three  rains 
and  the  6 inches  of  snow  that  had  fallen  on  the  area  between 
December  30  and  January  1 2;  which  we  reported  to  the  Air  Force 
team  and  which  they  could  easily  have  verified  al  the  local  weather 
station  which  informs  us  that  between  these  dates  this  region  had 
a tolai  precjpluUon  of  exactly  2 Inchei.  The  two  sergeants  were 
very  much  aw„tre  of  the  4 Inches  of  mow  still  present  in  the  field, 
through  which  they  waded  in  their  low  shoes  for  half  an  hour, 
although  I had  urged  them  during  their  long^islance  call  from 
nhiti,  to  come  prepared  with  galoshes. 

Alsu  missing  from  their  report  Is  any  reference  to  the  fact  that 
the  Iwo  resear^  engineers  (Messrs.  Cook  and  Funk,  used  lo 
Geiger  counter  work),  had  witnessed  the  radioactivity  of  the  land* 
Lng  area.  Curiously,  the  sergeants  evinced  no  Interest  m talking 
to  these  two  engineers,  both  of  whom  live  within  a few  miles  of 
the  area.  Howevery,  Sergeant  Moody  mentions  Ln  hi*  report  that 
copies  of  several  Richmond  Times-Dispalch  articles  are  attached. 
Including  one  written  by  Reporter  Dallas  Kersey  on  .January  16 
for  the  January  17  isaue.  Moody  does  not  quote  from  the  article, 
but  he  can  hardly  have  missed  reading  the  following; 

Nine  days  after  Bums  said  he  saw  the  80  to  90-foot 
object,  Ohman  took  a Geiger  counter  to  the  site  to  check 
for  radiation.  He  knew  that  othre  reported  UFO's  have 
given  off  radiation. 

f^man  got  a "tremendously  high  reading"  of  radia- 
linn,  and  his  finding  has  been  verified  by  H..M,  Cook  of 
.Staunton,  a research  engineer  at  Wayiu^buro's  DuPont 
plant.  Cehman  "was  having  a tizzy  because  the  needle 
was  oj]  the  way  off  the  dial,"  said  Cook,  who  has  had 
Cfjnsiderable  experience  with  Geiger  counters  Ln  hii  work. 

"ll  was  a hot  area/*  Cook  said.  "We  spent  45  minutes 
In  the  field  trying  to  tone  this  reading  down.  We  checked 
the  radium  dials  on  our  watches,  even  went  over  a small 
hll)  from  the  Held,  but  this  was  definitely  an  accurate 
reading.  The  only  thing  I can  say  U that  it  was  hot 
(radioactive).'* 

Another  curious  juggling  of  the  facts  appears  In  Ihe  Air  Force 
report  near  the  bottom  of  page  2 as  follows: 

*' Fbiaminalion  of  the  field  showed  that  grass  and 
brittle  weeds  stems  had  not  been  depressed  or  broken  over 
any  large  area.  There  whs  no  indication  th;il  a large 
vt*hicle  or  object  of  any  significant  weight  had  landed  in 
fhe  '* 

flow  could  they  make  such  a statement,  when  the  facts  are 
that  the  meadow,  of  good  qualify  grass,  had  been  moweil  for  hay 
and  there  were  no  brittle  weed  siems  in  the  field  anywhere,  to  be 
depres>ed  or  broken  down?  Ami  us  for  the  grass*  how  could  the 
Sergeants  k now  thallt  had  not  been  depressed,  sim^  U was  Covereil 
with  4 Inches  of  snow  when  they  were  there?  The  pholograph, 
widely  pubhsh«l,  taken  hy  Mr.  Kersey  of  Sergeant  Moody  and 
Horace  Hums  heruHng  over  the  Air  Force  Survey  Meter,  eUv 
qu»*ntlv  prow*^  thf*  pr>*sence  of  at  least  4 inrhen  of  %now. 

A-t  iln.  oo  prtge  -I  of  *^heir  reoort  tJif*v  ""Ter  :u  'he  ,***:td* 

trig  * Sad  ‘lornmed  on  ihe  tVeigercoumer.  on<T?  'h  tt  t v i4 
counts  per  minute,  which  ts  corri^,  but  later  this  i>  tvfuated  witn 
*’6tJ,0llU  mr/hr  on  the  cht?ck  by  Dr.  Gehman,"  but  this  would 
multiply  the  radiation  I found  by  120,  And  they  quote  Major 
James  Sprout*  Air  Force  radiation  expert,  as  itaUng  (apparentiy 


on  the  ba«U  of  thie  mlAlnTormaUaii)  that  such  radioactive  strength 
deposited  on  December  21  should  yield  a positive  return  on 
January  12,  which  would  without  a doubt  be  correct,  if  there  had 
been  radioactivity  of  such  intensity.  But  following  on  Major 
Sproul*#  statement,  the  report  says,  *\  , , there  Is  no  alternative 
but  to  disregard  the  Geiger  counter  returns  taken  by  Dr.  Gehmao,** 
In  this  way  they  disposed  ofthe  problem  indicated  by  the  opening 
sentence  In  their  paragraph  on  radiation:  *'The  most  pertinent 
fact  in  the  alleged  landing  was  the  Geiger  counter  reading  taken 
by  Dr,  Cebinan,** 

Two  questions  continually  linger  in  my  mind  First,  was  the 
Air  Force  Beca^amma  Survey  Meter  really  the  proper  Lnstru* 
'ment  to  use,  if  the  radiation  might  have  been  mainly  or  only  of 
alpha  rays?  And,  second,  was  their  particular  instrument,  which 
Sergcpnt  Moody  always  held  down  dose  to  the  gnround,  really 
desired  Co  discover  radiation  in  a wide,  general  area?  Was  it 
Dot  rather  designed  for  use  alter  the  source  of  the  rays  has 
already  been  pretty  definitely  pinpointed? 

In  this  Air  Force  report  there  are  a number  of  other  curious 
errors  and  mlsjudgments  of  fact,  such  as  their  saying  that  the 
UFO  had  crossed  Route  250  '*at  an  altitude  higher  than  a trans- 
mission power  line  to  the  left  of  the  highway.  These  telephone 
(sic)  poles  are  approximately  7S  feet  in  height  Desceot  of  the 
object  was  at  an  angle  and  the  object  appeared  to  be  spinning 
slightly.'*  Now  it  happens  that  those  Virginia  Electric  Fbwer 
Company  poles  are  dedared  by  VEPCO  officials  to  be  from  38 
to  44  feet  in  height,  which  averages  at  little  more  than  half  as 
high  as  was  estimated  by  the  Sergeants,  if  they  had  missed  this 
estimate  by  5 or  even  10  feet,  it  could  be  overlooked,  but  to  miss 
It  by  30  feet  is  more  Chan  one  hopes  for  from  technically  trained 
memben  of  a responsible  Investigating  team.  And  os  to  the 
"spinning**  of  the  UFO,  we  havehcard  Mr,  Bums  say  repeatedly, 
ajt  be  said  in  answer  to  Sergeant  Moody's  question  that  day, 
that  he  did  not  notice  any  spinning. 

The  report  contains  a number  of  other  such  discrepancies. 
For  o'  quick  rundown  of  some  of  these,  note: 

Page  t:  (a)  Sergeant  Moody  called  my  home  at  11:30  a,m_ 
on  Jai^  12,  liutead  of  at  9:00  a.m.  os  he  said  in  his  report  to 
fals  superiora.  Small  matier?  Perhaps,  When  he  called  at  11:30 
be  told  Mra.  Gehman  that  they  had  Just  arrived  at  a iocal  motel 
and  needed  to  shave  and  wash  up  and  eat  before  we  could  get 
together,  which  we  did  at  t;30. 

(b)  Describing  the  UFO:  "The  band  of  light  was  about  12 
Inches  In  diameter/'  Fie  should  have  liad  "in  width," 

Psgs  2;  (a)  "The  object  rota  straight  up,  tilted  at  an  angle 
and  shot  off  Into  space . , Mr,  Hums  had  told  him:  "shot  off 
in  a northeasterly  direction."  It  had  come  from  due  north. 

(b)  "Dirsction  of  departure  was  about  sixty  degrees  to  the 
right  of  Its  approach.*'  However,  the  angle  between  north  and 
CM^rtheasC  Is  not  tiO  but  45  degrees. 

(c)  "Or,  EL  G.  Gehman  dialed  that  be  had  contacted  occu- 
pante  of  the  adjacent  farmhouses  and  that  they  had  seen  or 
heard  nothing/'  CoriTct:  but  itnce  the  Sergeants  accepted  and 
reported  thia  fact,  why  not  sJso  my  much  mo  re  extended  testimony 
of  the  two  research  mgimwrs  who  shared  my  Geiger  counter  io^ 
vestlgahon  with  me? 

(d>  "Dr.  Gehman  Is  head  of  a Local  UFO  Hobby  Club  and 
has  appeared  on  several  local  radio  programs  In  the  area,"  The 
UFO  Investigators  are  a serious  group  of  college  students  oon* 
ducting  a s^ntiflc  inquiry  on  the  many  locally  reported  UFO 
phenomena.  I have  never  appeared  on  a local  radio  program 
on  the  subject  of  UFOs;  although  WSVA  on  Dec.  27  announced 
the  existence  of  this  extracurricular  group  organized  several 
months  earlier  at  Eastern  Mennonite  College,  as  noted  above, 

Fhge  3:  (a)  "At  no  time  during  the  thirty  minutes  of  invest!* 
gation  was  the  highway  empty  of  can."  This  can  he  challenged, 
for  ail  of  <if  were  intern  on  Sergeant  Moody'i  Geiger  counter, 
he  also  was.  No  one  whs  consistently  observing  the  highway 
* traffic. 

(b)  Regarding  Mr.  Bums:  "Without  a thorough  psychiatric 
examination  no  positive  conclusion  regarding  hallucination  Is 
possible  The  witness's  reilabUlty  U not  questioned."  This  seems 

like  contradictory  testimony.  How  can  one  consider  a witness 
rellabie,  if  one  also  suspects  that  he  may  have  halludnallons? 
But  alnca  Mr.  Bums'  simple^  frank  testimony  has  through  these 
weeks  been  consistent  and  unshaken  under  sometimes  severe  cross- 
questioning,  even  heckling,  ^^osiibiy  it  is  nor  le  #ho  tnoold  have 
a thorough  psychiatartc  examlnarton. 

(c)  The  Air  Force  report  states,  as  quoted  ibove:  "There 
were  DO  additional  witnesses"  to  the  Bums*  sighting.  ^iVhde  It  U 
true  that  at  the  time  ofthe  Air  Force  team's  visit  we  did  not  know 
of  any  other  persons  who  had  seen  the  same  UFO,  yet  two  days 
later  Mr*  Kersey  interviewed  a 14-year-old  high  schoolboy,  Ken- 
neth NortoD,  of  SUunlon,  whosawalargc  UFO  traveling  rapidly 


over  the  city  In  the  direction  from  which  Horace  Burns  saw  It 
coming.  This  sighting  by  Kenneth  occurred  on  the  same  day 
Just  a few  minutes  before  the  landing  seen  by  Burns.  7"he  boy 
called  to  his  mother  to  come  to  see  the  object  His  parents  cor- 
roborate their  son's  slory  as  to  date  and  time  of  sighting.  A 
fuller  account  of  this  and  of  the  sighting  in  the  air  by  another 
father  and  son  and  still  another  man,  of  the  UFO,  apparently 
immediately  alter  it  bad  left  the  landing  site  on  Route  250.  are 
told  in  Reporter  Kersey's  January  15  and  17  Richmond  Times- 
Dispalch  articles.  Sergeant  Moody  bad  at  least  the  article  of  the 
17th  as  mentioned  earlier,  but,  without  looking  Into  these  reports 
at  ail,  he  could  blandly  say,  "There  were  no  additional  wit- 
nesses," 

This  paper  does  not  exhaust  the  inconsistencies  and  dis- 
crepancies ia  the  Air  Force  report  of  lU/offidai  InvastigatioEL" 
One  or  two  of  those  remaining  the  writer  plans  to  take  up  with 
Sergeant  Moody  personally,  in  addition  to  the  ones  noted  in  this 
paper,  but  all  of  them  together  constitute  strong  proof  that  the 
investigation  and  subsequent  report  were  considerably  less  than 
fair  and  open-minded.  In  consequence,  a good  many  people  \n 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  feel  that  if  other  Air  Force  investigations 
of  UFO  reports  may  be  Judged  by  this  one,  then  the  general  rep- 
utation thaf  the  Aerial  Phenomena  Section  of  the  Air  Force, 
Project  Blue  Book,  has  on  the  subjecUsby  no  means  undeserved. 

While  on  the  whole  web  a ve  a very  high  regard  for  the  United 
States  Air  Force,  its  tremendous  responsibilities  for  the  safety 
of  our  country,  Its  capabilities,  standards,  and,  by  no  means 
least,  its  personnel,  yet  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  Aerial 
Phenomena  Section  of  the  Foreign  Technology  Division  W'ould 
do  well  to  seriously  overhaul  its  principles,  its  methodology,  and 
some  of  its  personnel. 

Attestation:  E believe  the  above  report  by  Ur.  Gehman 

b a complete  and  accurate  statement  of  Mr.  Horace 

Bums'  UFO  sighting  and  related  matters. 


Ernest  G.  Gehman 
Professor  of  German 
Sponsor  of  UFO  Investigators 
Extern  Mennonite  College 
Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  USA 


Signed: 

R.  Clair  Wmver.  President 
UFO  Investigators 
Eastern  Mennonite  College 
Harrisonburg,  Virginia 


Attestation:  I have  read  this  paper  and 
It  is  a true  and  reUable 


affirm  that 


Horace  Bums,  Gunsmith 
Grottoes,  Virginia 


P.S.  Further  confirmailon:  just  as  we  go  to  press  we  leam  that 
several  homes  in  the  landing  region  reported  the  fact  that  at 
about  5:00  p.m.  on  Dec.  21  their  lights  suddenly  dimmed  and 
their  radios  and  TV  sets  ceased  functioning  for  several  minutes. 
The  beads  of  these  homes  are  said  to  have  told  this  in  the  factory 
where  they  work. 


CEH  MAN'S  VIEWS  AIRED 

Prtif.  G^fomun,  who  <tiso  ts  n miniter.  :ningi  'her-  Is  possibly 
some  connrt.'tion  oetwern  the  UFOs  and  the  second  coming  of 
Christ  Gehman  believes  ours  Is  not  the  only  inhabited  planet 

NICAP  AND  KEYHOE 

Prof.  Gehman  filed  the  report  with  NICAP.  The  news  story 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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THE  A.  P.  R.  O.  BULLETIN 


MAY-JUNE,  194S 


Huge  UFO  At  Staunton ^ Va. 

Mr.  Horace  Burns,  of  Grottoes,  Virgin- 
ia, claims  to  have  seen  an  80-foot*hij7h 
UFO  four  miles  east  of  Staunton,  Virgin- 
ia at  5 p m.  on  21  December  IStPtrlTrsW^ 
ings  of  the  obJecr*sh?TvJr^ general  cone 
shape  125  feet  in  diameter  with  a band 
of  bluish-white  light  on  the  bottom. 

Burns  claimed  the  metallie^appearing 
object  came  out  of  the  sky  north  t>f  the 
Highway,  crossed  Route  250  about  2p0 
feet  ahead  of  him  and  then  hts  engine 
stepped.  He  said  his  car  seemed  to  come 
to  an  '*un naturally'*  quick  stop. 

He  also  said  the  object  landed  lightly, 
a bubble**  about  100  yards  off  the 
Highway.  U had  no  visible  portholes, 
wings  or  seams.  See  diagram.  The  ob- 
ject rested  on  the  meadow  for  from  60-90 
seconds,  then  with  a sound  of  rushing  air, 
it  rose  straight  up  for  several  hundred 
feet  and  then  proceeded  into  the  north- 
east. Burns  claimed  there  was  no  traffic 
during  this  time,  nor  was  there  any  for 
at  least  a mile  ahead  along  the  route 
which  he  drove  his  car  after  he  started 
It  up  again. 

Six  days  later  Mr.  Burns  informed 
Ernest  G.  (tehman,  a Professor  of  Ger- 
man at  Eastern  Mennonite  College  at 
Harrisonburg.  On  the  following  Tuesday 
Professor  Gehman  taped  the  story  at  Mf. 
Burns*  gunshop.  On  Wednesday  the  Pro- 
fessor tested  the  area  where  the  UFO  had 
piirp4irtedly  landed  and  his  counter  reg- 
istered no .000  counts  per  minute.  ■ This 
was  9 days  after  the  UFO  had  rested  on 
the  spot. 

On  January  12  Sgl.  David  Moody  ami 
S/Sgt.  H.  Jones  of  Wright-Palterson  AFB 
arrived  to  investigate  the  landing.  They 
questioned  Burns  und  Gehrnan. 

Gehman,  who  was  on  the  scene  during 
the  AF  investigation,  noted  that  Mwjdy 
also  got  an  indication  of  radioactivity. 
This  was  three  weeks  after  the  inddenL 
Moody  also  indicated  the  Burns  sighting 
was  a '*go(jd"  one  by  several  remarks. 
However,  in  their  2-page  report  which 
they  forwarded  to  Gehman,  they  inferred 
their  doubts  concerning  the  authenticity 
of  Burns*  claims. 

To  our  knt>wi**dge  no  sighting  of  a UFO 
in  that  area  which  would  tend  to  corrob- 
orate Burns*  claims  has  come  to  light. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  lack  of 
traffic  on  route  250  is  most  unusual  at 
any  time  of  day  and  especially  at  5 p.m. 

An  CKiimtnation  of  a state  of  Virginia 
road  map  shows  Staunton  intersected  by 
two  major  hignw  tys  :md  jev**ril  smaller 
roads.  Koufy  K runs  noi^iily  SSW  to 
iSNK.  ifignway  2o0  where  the  huge 
UFO  was  alleged  to  have  landed,  runs' 
WNW  and  ESE.  This  major  U.  S.  High-  , 
way  runs  to  Charlottesville  and  then  to 
Richmond,  ESE  of  Staunton.  U does  not 


5ho«m  above  is  the  *^heehive**  shaped  object  reportedly  ohserned  near  Staunton^  Vir- 
ginia, t/.S.A.  on  21  December,  1964.  ‘ 


seem  likely  that  an  80-90  foot  high  UFO 
could  land  in  daylight  on  a major  thor-* 
oughfare  and  be  seen  by  only  one  individ- 
ual, Charluttesville,  home  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia  1$  only  35  miles  away 
to  the  E5E.  Its  papulation  is  in  excess 
of  30,000.  The  population  of  Staunton  is 
20,000.  Waynesboro,  between  Staunton 
and  Charlottesville,  has  13,000  residents. 

This  evidence  seems  to  conflict  with 
Burn,s*  story-— but  on  the  other  hand,  we 
have  the  testimony  of  a respected  Uni- 
versity Professor  concerning  excessive 
radiatinn, 

A short  time  ago,  some  strange  holes 
and  high  radiation  count  were  found  in 
the  woods  near  Glasshoro,  New  Jersey, 
A tale  of  a glowing  red  object  which  had 
purportedly  landed  in  the  woc^is  was  to  id 
to  the  son  of  a known  UFO  enthusiast 
and  NICAP  member,  by  an  unidentified 
youth.  Poiice  investigated  and  located 
a boy  who  was  identiCied  as  the  one  who 
ortginally  told  of  the  alleged  landing.  He 
was  taken  into  custody,  admitted  perpe- 
trating a hoax  by  digging  the  holes  and 
scattering  certain  chemicabs  to  raise  the 
radiation  count.  He  was  tried,  found 
gull  tv,  fined,  warned  about  future  *:he- 
nanigans  and  released.  Hl<  line  was  also 
suspended. 

We  relate  the  latter  case  without  pert- 
inent details  or  names  <lhe  case  is  old 
and  does  not  appear  to  he  a true  UFO 
report)  because  it  is  important  in  that 
radiation  at  .an  alleged  UPO  landing  site 
can  be  sirruiaterl  However,  such  Take 
i;a^es  can  he  ,vifh  i 

galnm. 
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I 
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OQ  the  ba«U  of  tbU  mUlnformatlon)  that  such  radioactive  strength 
deposited  od  December  21  should  yield  a positive  return  oo 
January  12^  which  would  without  a doubt  becorrect.  If  there  had 
been  radioactivity  of  such  intensity But  following  on  Major 
Sproul^s  statement,  the  report  says,  . . there  is  no  alternative 
but  to  disregard  the  Geiger  counter  returns  taken  by  Dr.  Gehman,*' 
Id  this  way  they  disposed  ofthe  problem  indicated  by  the  opening 
sentence  in  their  paragraph  on  radiation:  "The  most  pertinent 
fact  In  the  alleged  landing  was  the  Geiger  counter  reading  taken 
by  Dr.  Gehman." 

Two  questions  continually  Unger  in  my  mind  First,  was  the 
Air  Force  Beta^amma  Survey  Meter  really  the  proper  Instru- 
'ment  to  use,  1/  the  radiation  might  have  been  mainly  or  only  of 
sJpha  rays?  And,  second,  was  their  particular  Instrument,  which 
Sergeant  Moody  always  hdd  down  close  to  the  ground,  really 
desired  to  discover  radiation  In  a wide,  general  area?  Was  U 
not  rather  designed  for  use  after  the  source  of  the  rays  has 
already  been  pretty  definitely  pinpointed? 

In  this  Air  Force  report  there  are  a number  of  other  curious 
errors  and  mUjudgments  of  tact,  such  as  their  saying  that  the 
UFO  had  crossed  Route  250  "at  an  altitude  higher  than  a trans- 
mkaion  power  tine  to  the  left  of  the  highway.  These  telephone 
(sic)  pain  are  approximately  75  feet  in  height  Descent  of  the 
object  was  at  an  angle  and  the  object  appeared  to  be  spinning 
slightly."  Now  It  happens  that  those  \lrginia  Electric  Power 
Company  poles  are  dedared  by  VEPCO  officials  to  be  from  3S 
to  44  fM  in  height,  which  averages  at  little  more  than  half  as 
high  as  was  estimated  by  the  Sergeants.  If  they  had  missed  this 
estimate  by  5 or  even  10  feet,  it  could  be  overlooked,  but  to  miss 
It  by  BO  feet  is  more  than  one  hopes  for  from  technicaiJy  trained 
members  of  a responsible  investigating  team.  And  as  to  the 
"spinning"  of  the  UFO,  we  haveheard  Mr.  Burns  say  repeatedly, 
as  he  said  in  answer  to  Sergeant  Moody's  question  that  day, 
that  he  did  not  notice  any  spinning. 

The  report  contains  a number  of  other  such  discrepancies. 
For  a quick  rundown  of  some  of  these,  note: 

Page  t:  (a)  Sergeant  Moody  called  my  home  at  11:30  a.iru 
on  Jan.  12,  Instead  of  at  9.00  a,m.  as  he  said  in  his  report  to 
fals  superiors.  Small  matter?  Perhaps.  When  he  called  at  11:30 
he  told  Mrs.  Gehman  that  they  had  just  arrived  at  a local  motel 
and  needed  to  shave  and  wash  up  and  eat  before  we  could  get 
together,  whkh  we  did  at  IrBQ. 

(b)  Describing  the  UFO  "The  band  of  light  was  about  12 
Irtches  In  diameter."  Fie  should  have  siad  "In  width." 

Page  2:  (a)  "The  object  rose  straight  up,  tilted  at  an  angle 
aod  shot  off  Into  space.  , Mr.  Bums  bad  told  him:  "shot  off 
Id  a northeasterly  direction."  ft  had  come  from  due  north. 

(b)  "Direction  of  departure  was  about  sixty  degrees  to  the 
right  of  Its  approach."  However,  the  angle  between  north  and 
DortheasI  la  not  60  but  45  degrees. 

(c)  "Dr.  & G.  Gehman  staled  that  he  had  contacted  oocu* 
pants  of  the  adjacent  farmhouses  and  that  they  had  seen  or 
heard  nothing."  Correct:  but  since  the  Sergeants  accepted  and 
reported  this  fact,  why  not  also  my  much  more  extended  testimony 
of  the  two  research  englfwers  who  shared  my  Geiger  counter  In- 
vestigabon  with  me? 

(d)  "Or.  Gehman  is  head  of  a local  UFO  Hobby  Club  and 
has  appeared  on  several  local  radio  programs  In  the  area."  The 
UFO  lovestigators  are  a serious  group  of  college  students  oon^ 
ducting  a scientific  inquiry  on  the  many  Locally  reported  UFO 
phenomena.  I have  never  appeared  on  a local  radio  program 
on  the  subject  of  UFOs;  although  WSVAon  Dec.  27  announced 
the  exUteoce  of  this  cxlracuriicular  group  organized  several 
months  earlier  at  Eastern  Mennonlte  College,  as  noted  above. 

Page  3:  (a)  "At  no  time  during  the  thirty  minutes  of  Investi- 
gation wsis  the  highway  empty  of  cars."  This  can  be  challenged, 
for  >til  of  us  were  mtent  on  Sergeant  Moody 't  Geiger  qoumer, 
jLs  he  also  was.  No  one  was  consistently  observing  the  highway 
^ traffic 

(b)  Regarding  Mr,  Bums:  "Without  a thorough  psychiatric 
examination  no  positive  conclusion  regarding  hallucination  b 
possible  The  witness's  reliability  U not  questioned."  This  seems 

like  contradictory  testimony.  How  can  one  consider  a wltntes 
reliable,  If  one  also  suspects  that  he  may  have  hallucinations? 
But  Since  Mr.  Bums'  simple,  frank  testimony  has  through  these 
weeks  bc«n  consistent  and  unshaken  under  sometimea severe  cross* 
quiestiocung,  evm  heckling,  poembly  It  Is  not  oe  who  ihoiild  have 
a thorough  psychiatric  exemtnarion. 

(c)  The  Air  Force  report  states,  as  quoted  ibove:  "There 
were  no  additional  witnesses"  to  the  Bums*  sighting,  Whde  it  is 
true  that  at  the  time  ofthe  Air  Force  team's  visit  we  did  not  know 
of  any  other  persons  who  had  seen  the  same  UFO.  yet  two  days 
later  Mr,  Kersey  Interviewed  a 14*year-old  high  schoolboy,  Ken- 
neth Norton,  of  Staunton,  who  saw  a Urge  UFO  traveling  rapidly 


over  the  city  in  the  direction  from  which  Horace  Bums  saw  It 
coming.  This  sighting  by  Kenneth  occurred  on  the  same  day 
Just  a few  minutes  before  the  landing  seen  by  Burns.  The  boy 
called  to  his  mother  to  come  to  see  the  object.  His  parents  cor- 
roborate their  son's  story  as  to  date  and  time  of  sighting.  A 
fuller  aocount  of  this  and  of  the  sighting  in  the  air  by  another 
father  and  son  ood  still  another  man,  of  the  UFO,  apparently 
immediately  after  It  had  left  the  landing  site  on  Route  250,  are 
told  In  Reporter  Kersey’s  January  16  and  17  Richmond  Ttm»- 
Dlspatch  articles.  Sergeant  Moody  had  at  least  the  article  of  the 
17th  as  mentioned  earlier*  but,  without  looking  Into  these  reports 
at  all,  he  could  blandly  say,  "There  were  no  udditionaJ  wit- 
nesses,*' 

This  paper  does  not  exhaust  the  Inconsistencies  and  dis- 
crepancies in  the  Air  Force  report  of  Its  yofficial  investigatioa.*' 
One  or  two  of  those  remaining  the  writer  plans  to  take  up  with 
Sergeant  Moody  personally,  in  addition  to  the  ones  noled  in  this 
paper,  but  ail  of  them  together  constitute  strong  proof  that  the 
investigation  and  subsequent  report  were  considerabty  less  than 
fair  and  open-minded.  In  consequence*  a good  many  people  Id 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  feel  that  if  other  Air  Force  investigations 
of  UFO  reports  may  be  judged  by  this  one,  then  the  general  rep- 
utation that"  the  Aerial  Phenomena  Section  of  the  Air  Force, 
Project  Blue  Book,  has  on  the  subject  is  by  no  means  undeserved. 

While  on  the  whole  wehavea  very  high  regard  for  the  United 
Slates  Air  Force,  Us  tremendous  responsibilities  for  the  safety 
of  our  country,  its  capabilities,  standards,  and,  by  no  means 
least*  its  personnel*  yet  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  Aerial 
Phenomena  Section  of  the  Foreign  Technology  Division  would 
do  well  to  seriously  overhaul  its  principles,  its  methodology,  and 
some  of  its  persormet. 

Attestation:  1 believe  the  above  report  by  Dr.  Gehman 

is  a complete  and  accurate  statement  of  Mr.  Horace 

Bums'  UFO  sighting  and  related  matters. 


Eraest  G.  Gehman 
Professor  of  German 
Sponsor  of  UFO  Investigators 
Eastern  Mennonlte  College 
Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  USA 


Signed: 

R.  Gair  Weaver,  President 
UFO  Investigators 
Eastern  Mennonlte  College 
Harrisonburg.  Virginia 


Atteatatton:  1 have  read  this 
it  is  a true  and  reliable 


affirm  that 


Horace  Bums,  Gunsmith 
Grottoes,  Virginia 


P,S.  Further  confirmation:  just  as  we  go  to  press  we  learn  that 
several  homes  in  the  landing  region  reported  the  fact  that  at 
about  5;00  p.m,  on  Dec.  21  their  lights  suddenly  dimmed  and 
their  radios  and  TV  sets  ceased  functioning  for  several  minutes. 
The  heads  of  these  homes  arc  aaidtohave  told  this  in  the  factory 
where  they  work 


GEN  MAN'S  VIEWS  AIRED 

Pr*tf.  Onman,  who  <dsa  is  a mi  niter,  nings  vher'S  b possibly 
some  jjonnection  oetween  the  UFOs  and  the  second  coming  of 
ChrUL  Gehman  believes  ours  Is  not  the  only  inhabited  planet. 

NICAP  AND  KEYHOE 

Frol  Gehman  filed  the  report  with  NICAP.  The  news  story 

¥ m 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


VIRCIMIA  SAUCER  LAN01^C  LEAVES  HIGH  RADIOACTIVITY:  On  December 

21st»  Horace  Burns,  a Harrisonburg,  Va*  gunsmith,  uas  driving  on  Route  2S0  a 
few  miles  east  of  Staunton,  when  he  saw  a UfO  which  he  estimates  to  have  been 

ITS  feet  in  dieeoter  at 
the  base,  and  75  faat  in 
height.  The  object  eaa  eo 
large  that  he  could  not 
ate  ell  of  it  ahan  look- 
ing  at  it  through. his  car 
eindahlald,  Ae  the  object 
croaead  the  rood  ahead  of 
hie,  *aoee  aort  of  force* 
eaa  exerted  on  the  car, 
bacauaa  the  no tor  loat 
its  power  taaporarily. 

The  autonobile  a topped 
dead  ae  the  LlTO  croaead 
the  highway  and  cans  to 
raat  in  a esadon  about 
100  yards  away.  It  was 
cons-ahapsd,  and  ita  cir- 
cular eloping  aides  rose 
in  six  large  rings  that 
diainiehod  in  dieestar  to  a done  on  the  top.  All  around  the  perimeter  at  the 
boaa  of  the 'eochina  • there  was  a bluieh  glow  in  a bend  about  a foot  wide.  There 
ware  no  windoea  or  doors,  end  no  evidence  of  eaame  of  any  sort,  nr.  Burns 
atood  beside  his  car  for  a elnuts  cr  two,  of  ter  which  the  saucer  rose  up  and 
took  off  at  vary  high  speed  in  a northeasterly  direction*.  After  the  UfO  disap- 
peared, the  car  operated  nornally,  as  is  the  usual  case  In  such  incidents. 


ETO.  C:iGO  ( I nib  rr.'.i  on  Only 
bourco : Oauoar  %'ev;s 


Lujt.  J nu^ir'/ 
3t;iiii&on,  Va, 


,Tn  out  non-9ch«dulod  Nowslottar  #22  we  gave  tha  atory  of  seven 

taanagars  who  said  they  saw  a little  ntan  frow  outer  space  near  SjtauntPajJ^^^ 

late  last  Janij^y*  A photograph  was  also  taken  by  the  boys*  In  our  report  we 

stated  tha t the  story  "has  all  the  earnarka  of  a hoax*"  Now  we  learn  that  a 

local  nan  named  Donald  Cash  has  admitted  hoaxing  the  youngster3.*.Ua  also  have 

■ folloo-up  on  the  Virginia  landing  story  on  Page  16  of  our  March  issue i The 
‘ - ^ 
Industrial  sorksr  sho^  on  Jfmary,19th»f , saw  throw  37-lnch-hlgh  bolngs  tmorgo 

frow  a Isndsd  UFO,  now  hao**^laqwdiy*bOBrT  *hushod  up**  by  the  U*  S#  Covornmont* 
U/hon  asked  by  local  newspapers  to  confirm  or  deny  this  rumr^  the  man  had  no 
comment*  Although  his  name  was  not  released  by  the  newspapers  at  first,  we 
have  learned  that  he  Is  Ufilllam  Blackburn,  an  empio/ee  of  tha  General  Electric 
Company regard  to  the  ••physical  evidence*  found  along  a New  Jersey  high- 
way last  November  (ae  described  on  Pages  17-18  of  our  Warch  issue),  over  a 
dozen  subscribers  have  accepted  our  offer  to  send  a sample  of  the  material  to 
any  person  who  has  access  to  laboratory  facilities*  As  yet,  none  of  those  peo- 
ple have  reported  back  to  us  with  the  results  of  any  analysis*  However,  Paul 
Hammer,  a Chicago  researcher,  sent  a sample  to  the  U.  S*  Air  Force,  and  re- 
ceived a letter  from  Wright-Patterson  dated  February  24th,  a copy  of  which  was 
sent  to  us*  The  Air  Force  (as  was  to  be  expected)  identified  the  mtarial  as  ^ 
nothing  wore  wysterloue  than  ordinary  glass  fibers** »* 
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conducting,  a irnall  ^ ^^unarop  busincsa  cn  ‘.ioz^  .uin  u^cct:  In 
.coTiDurg,  v'oa  driving  hie  i-iorcury  ctetion  vrs;{;oii  a fetj  roilca  cast  of 


« «■ 


toward  Vrayacoboro*  uliEia  cic  oaw  a hc;ja 


aeon  on  i^cute 

ct  cocaing  oot  o£  the  alcy  north  of  the  hi:;hway.  /^s  it  croddad 
250  ,'About  200  feet  ahead  of  hin»  liia  rootor  stop.>ed  dard.,  '^conhed 
he  tclXa  it  . and  hia  car  aeet;^  to  coesa  to  on  unnafcmfly 


ic 


TJ 


as 


ic  a too 


Ihft  WO  landed  li4^itly**liJco  a bubble'*  in.  a tnall  neadow  at  a six)t 
About  100  yards  £roa  the  hlgbifay*  Sums  guided  hia  car  to  the  cide 

of  the  roadt  got  outand  etood  beside  Itt  end  stared  in  jgiiaiserxtut  at  the 
mwiiwrinfi  opefitaede*  What  he  em/  resembled  la  shsi^ft  an  i^jaidc-Kiowa  toy  top, 
but  tha  else  of  It  wee  aatounding*  **Xt  woe  125  feet  In  diatjcrterf  at  least» 
aad’80  to  90  feet  hl.^r*  he  declares.  <^nd  besides  beixxg  ge;\cmlly  cone* 
shaped,  its  elrculart  sloping  sides  rose  in  about  6 large,  concentric 
coDVDlutiona  timt  decroased  in  diasaetor  to  a Ucoa  at  the  top« 

In.  the  fathering  tr;7ili.iht  ‘Jraftanan  Oums  could  not  be  sure 
of  the  Gscact  nature  ox  the  oaterial  of  ^lich  it  waa  ::t3de,  it  a^ipeorcd  to 
be  :’ici:ailie«  possibly  of  altsmimsa.  ^'a  cotad  tliat  all  around  the  perinater 
at  the  base  of  the  tioastroua  aschine  tlicrc  was  a bluish  glou.  in  a baxvl 
about  a foot,  possibly  13  inches,  wide,  ije  could  see  no  windows,  doors, 
portholes,  or  even,  scans  anywhere  on  the  cftject.  Uov  did  tl*«ere  ceeii  to  be 
any  sort  of  Landing  goer;  the  vehicls  had  gently  settled  flat  on  ita 
bottoia  on  the  ground,  olchougii  he  noted  that  ita  underside  uns  slightly  carve* 


rhe  visdLtor  froa  outer  s:;ace  rested  on  the  tusadow  for  froa  60  to  90 
seconds:  end  than  with  a'hjhooslV*  the  sound  no  doubt  caused  by  tlie  air  rushing 
under  it,  it  coddenly  rose  straight  up  for  several  himdred  feet  end  brrcLe- 
distely  took  off  in  a northeasterly  direction  sc  a s;>ec<l  such  greater  than 
when  it  crossed  the  highvsy  frexa  the  north  the  first  tisa,  which  Bums 
csti.Tir.tos  to  hove  bc*^n  about  15  sdlca  per  hour. 

gTtar  It  vas  gone,  Bums  got  into  hia  car  again  end  uos  curprlsod  to 
find,  tAtct;  he  prosw^d  the  starter  button,  that  there  was  x»thi:^  wrong  with 
Che  on^gine  and  that  it  started  off  at  once.  As  he  drove  sway  he  was  evidcntl; 
vary  ruch  excited  and  engrooced  in  his  thocsghCa  about  tlie  oppaaritioa  (as  wiio 
uouldn't  be?),  for  ha  cannot  recall  seeing  any  other  vohicl^  cossing  or  go- 
ing on  ?outa  5S0  for  possibly  a mile.  But  no  doubt  other  cars  on  that  busy 
highway  ^aist  have  been  halted  by  tiie  U?0's  treroendous  na^p^otlo  field,  end 
otber  drivers  exist  lia:/c  witnessed  tho  sight;  wo  iTope  any  such  will  make  the 
fbet  '.noun. 


'■Kmz  ho^2e  gtnd  to  id 


rn.  ‘hixTis  cne  'jrory  of  vCmt  I'ua  ^;ad 


.if’.ers . 
art  .’c 
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^ ^ ip» 


L'clarcd  rja  ■^A>uijd  not  ta.i  u'.yrjne 


If  ' 


V 

. Putt  aix  >L’.\y'j  later,  i;n«n  r,  .Jin  -I'-i-p 

Tcvacoat  about  the  <nd.a£cnce  the  UPO  ^nveaci  patera  as  an  ei^tra- 


n crary, 
on  the 


ciiTX'icular  club  at  2iateiTi  .‘cnnoiiJLtrc  0oll3-;c,  .ro.  .iirr.a  convincesd  lior 
hufiboT'xi  tnat  ha  should  report  hia  e::r ;eriiaTicc . lie  told  It  on  ttonday  to  :r* 
...o,  i'xs  infocaca  Jhe  inve atigators , who  taocad  tiie  atory  cn  Putisu-iv  aa 


r.  arms  told  it.  .-n  '.©cino.xlay 


a ^r^iioinfiry  testing 


.area  vttn  a ieiger  counter  which  revealed  radia-/j»;t ivity  of  over  60,0CJ 
counts  :.:cr  ndnute.  .liia  was  9 days  after  the  Ul'O  had  briefly  rested  t 


cji  intarG3tirv5  and  unplanned  corroboration  oi:  ilorace  -Sums*  story, 
let  roe  mention  the  fact  tl\at  I found  tiie  exact  Landinr^  area  of  the  UFO  by 
■ayaclx  TTith  the  Geiscr  counter*  I-i*.  Bums  had  intended  to  accorapany  -nc 
to  the  spot,  but  when  the  hour  arrived  for  us  to  so  to  the  place  four 
uiiles  cast  of  Staunton  Cx^iich  is  23  miles  south  of  iiarrisonburjj)  he  could 
not  leave  his  gunshop  until  a certain  dealer  in  v.'est  /irsinia  had  come  to 
pi.ck  up  a lot  of  guns  ^^diich  Bums  had  repaired  for  the  dealer’s  customers 
and  which  they  bad  to  liave  the  next  day  to  shoot  out  the  old  year  and  to 
shoot  in  the  new! 

So  *r.  Duma  told  me  how  to  find  the  meadow  in  which  the  object  had 
landed  and  said  he  judged  that  the  UFO  had  rested  about  100  yards  from 
the  highway*  Out  he  gave  me  no  further  directions.  I found  the  meadow, 
stepped  off  100  yards  along  the  west  fence,  and  then  went  10  steps  farther* 
Then,  with  the  Geiger  counter  turned  on,  I walked  across  the  field  eastward* 

I wxLS  about  two-thirds  of  the  distance  across  the  meadow,  the  needle 
started  to  zd.se  and  in  the  area  from  there  about  45  steps  eastward  the 
needle  swung „o££  the  dial  s number  of  times*  1 trailed  the  probe  stick  <by 
its  flexible  wire)  in  the  dry  grass  and  several  times  picked  up  highly 
radio-active  paziiicles  that  sent  the  needle  off  the  dial*  ^en  though  I 
walked  far  off  the  landing  site,  the  needle  ^oould  not  return  until  I had 
cleaned  off  the  Geiger- >Jueller  I>*50  tube  with  a cloth* 

Fortunately,  before  I was  halfway  through  Chia  investigation  I-ir.  riarry 
Cook,  a DuFont  research  engineer,  and^ISr*  Funk,  a fellow  engineer,  xdiile 
driving  home  from  the  day’s  work,  and  having  learned  the  day  before  that 
the  UFO  tied  landed  somewhere  in  that  meadow,  saw  me  there,  stopped  their 
car,  joined  me,  and  corroborated  my  findings  when  they  saw  the  evident 
radio-activity  revealed  by  the  Geiger  counter*  (dee  Jan.  17  Times -Dispatch^ 
The  Geiger  counter  I used  is  a liadel  2612  .‘ortable  Gurvey  ^ieter  with  a 
modal  p-15  probe.  The  Coxmter's  ranges  are  0*2,  2,  and  20  mr/hr  coinciding 
t^ith  600$  6,000$  axid  60,000  counts  per  minute  full  scale  with  the  p-15  pmbe 
The  several  times  that  I had  evidently  picked  up  radioactive  particles,  I 
had  the  range  sot  at  0*2,  but  the  needle  still  stayed  off  the  dial  even 
T7hen  1 set  the  counter  to  the  2 and  20  ranges,  and,  as  I said  before,  the 

needle  did  not  return  to  near  zero  until  1 brushed  off  the  tube  with  my 

liandkerchief  • After  1 had  uncovered  the  tube  in  the  probe  stick  the  second 

time,  to  clean  it  off,  1 walked  over  tlie  landing  area  with  the  probe  stick 

and  exposed  tube  held  about  five  feet  from  the  ground*  while  X was  doing 
this,  the  needle  wavered  around  the  17-13  mil liroent gens  per  hour  area* 

The  rays  so  registering  were  evidently  striking  the  tube  from  various  direc- 
tions from  the  ground*  And  we  noticed  that  when  all  three  of  us  were  near, 
to  look  at  the  counter  dial,  our  bodies  seemed  to  shield  out.  many  of  the 
rays,  so  that  the  needle  dropped  back  considerably*  This  would  indicate 
that  the  rai^atlon  was  not  of  the  gr^saa  ray  type,  because  gamma  rays  will 
penetrate  several  feet  of  solid  concrete,  whereas  a thin  sheet  of  paper  will 
'top  the  alpha  rays  and  somethin.^  like  a onc-inch  board  will  scop  beta  rays* 


Cn  January  12  Technical  Gergeant  David  I-foody  and  Jtaff  Jergeant  Harold 
Jones  of  the  VPright-Fatteroon  J\Xt  Force  Base,  .after  telephone  conversations 
initiated  by  the  Dayton,  Ohio,  team,  arrived  to  investigate  the  UF©  londi  ng 
of  over  three  'roeka  earlier.  Horace  Bums,  Clair  Vreaver  (student  president 
of  the  UFO  Investigators  of  ISastem  Mennonita  College  >,  ind  I accompanied 
the  *^r  Force  officers  to  Che  Landing  site  Jd  miles  jouxh  and  beck  to  Jnr- 
risonburg-  Jergeant  Joody  had  >fr.  Bums  "ail  the  ancire  arory  of  hia 
ighting,  both  on  the  way  and  on  arrival  at  the  place  of  the  sighting*  Also 


he  questioned  me  as  to  my  investigation  ox  the  landing  site  and  discovery 
of  the  high,  radioactivity*  To  >ir.  Dallas  Kersey,  reporter  for  the  llichmond 
f*TTtw»q-.ni3T3atch»  who  joined  us  x/hila  we  wem/^)^  work  in  the  field,  Jcr|eant 

about  to  begin 


ileport  to  liICA-? 


}i>ody  said,'’'This  is  an  imusual  sishting. 
routine,  T/e  Tjouldn’t  be  here.** 


It *3  not  routine.  If  it  was 


• As  the  now  six  of  us  t/alked  into  the  field,  still  covered  xrLth  four 
inches  of  snow  remaining  from  a six-inch  fall  of  a few  days  before,  it  was 
no  little  gratification  to  me  to  see  lir.  Uums  lead  the  group  exactly  to  the 
area  that  lir.  Cook,  Ik*.  Punk,  and  I had  found  to  be  radioactive,  and  to  hear 
him  say,  "Here,  Gentlemen,  is  where  this  fhing  stood."  'fhis  was  the  first 
time  iorace  Burns  and  I h^  been  near  the  place  at  the  same  tine. 



'jcrgeant  I-toody,  iising  a Itodcl  2586 fa n- Gotxi4.^^<!g^ey  Isiter,  tested  the 
area  (rather  perfunctorily,  ire  felt)  or  10  spot'&-»  first  scraping  the 

4 inciies  of  snow  aside  each  time  with  — rtrcbe,  wiien  the  needle 

started  to  rise,  he  ejaculated,  "Dhl",quicicly  made  some  adjustment  on  his 
Survey  IJeter  which  caused  the  needle  to  i*ctum  to  zero,  and  then  said,-  "See, 
there's  no  raj^ation  here  I"  On  a third  occasion  (each  of  these  witnessed 
by  at  least  tbiree  persons),  ^di.en  he  poked  his  Instrument  too  far  into  a 
clump  of  grass  (after  he  h^  kicked  off  the  snow),  several  grass  stubbles 
punctured  the  'thin  grey  plastic-like  film  on  the*  end  of  the  meter-  and  this 
time  the  needle  shot  up  touch  higher  than  before,  before  he  could  jerk  back 
the  ISater  and  examine  the  damaged  film.  But  again  he  made  the  adjustment, 
lowered  the  l-Seter  more  gently  and  s aid , "There * s no  radiation  here.f  How- 
ever* he  acknowledged  that  the  3 rains  and  the  6 inches  of  snow  that  had 
fallen, since  the  time  of  lay  investigation  on  "ecember  30,  could  have  dissi- 
pated any  Radioactive  isotopes  deposited  there  on  Dec .21,  dep>ending  on 
their  half-life,  of  course.  The  Sergeants  both  seemed  sufficiently  impressed 
by  all  the  facts  they  observed  and  heard  related,  that  they  said  several 
tines  that  of  the  53,2  UFOs  reported  in  1964  and  investigated  by  the  Air 
Force  (of  which  16  were  classified  as  unidentified  or  une:<plained ) this 
could  ;vell  result  in  being  the  17th  for  1964. 

* I 

In  view  of.'all  these  facts,  when  Bums  and  X each  received  our 
3-page  copy  (dated  January  27,  1965)  of  the  Air  Force  report  and  findings 
on  the  Dec  21  UFO  landing  near  Staunton,  It  was  t/lth  considerable  surprise 
and  dismay  that  we  fotind  that  the  Air  Force  had  decided  there  had  been  no 
sxich  UFO  sighting  and  landing.  The  report's  concluding  paragraph  reads; 


* OUCLUS ION  It  is  believed  that  a vehicle  of  this  size  would 

be  obseirveii  by  additional  witneases  at  the  time  and  location  of  the 
reported  event.  Tnere  were  no  additional  witnesses.  There  was  no 
confirmation  of  radioactivity  in  the  area.  Grass  and  weeds  hafi 

not  been  depressed.  There  was  a total  lack  of  any  indication  that  a 
vehicle  had  landed  in  the  field.  Investigation  by  Air  Force  person- 
nel and  subsequent  analysis  of  the  data  collected  fails  to  reveal 
any  evidence  of  an  alleged  landing. " : ^ 

f 

Appai*ently  the  honest,  straightforward,  detailed  testimony  by  Horace 
Bums,  as  to  what  he  saw  in  the  axr,  on.  the  ground,  and  in  the  air  again, 
and  its  effect  on  the  motor  of  his  car,  and  my  testimony,  supported  by  two 
technically  experienced  x^itncsscs,  as  to  the  radioactivity  of  the  landing 

site  of  the  UFO,  do  not  constitute  evidence  as  far  as  the  Force  is 
concemed. 

strangely  missing  from  the  greatly  detailed,  3-paga  report  from  the 
.\ir  Force  “/as  any  reference  at  ail  to  che  three  rains  ^r-d  the  6 inches  of 
snow  that  had  fallen  on  the  area  between  Jecember  30  and  January  12,  ivhich 
we  reported  to  the  Air  Force  team  and  which  they  could  easily  have  verified 

at  the  local  weather  statio^.  The  two  sergeants  xjcre  very  much  aware  of 
the  4 inches  of  snow  otill^te^en^i^he^l|gl^ 

total  precipitation  (8.7  inches  of  rain,  2,3  inches  of  snow  water ^exactly  1 


At  1000  hours  j 11  Jsin  19o5#  Aerial  Phenomena  Section  of  the  Foreign 
Technology  Division  received  a letter  (attached)  from  a civilian  regarding  an 
alleged  landing  of  an  unidentified  flying  object  in  Karrisonhurg,  Virginia  on 
21  Dec  64.  The  letter  indicated  that  the  witness's  car  had  stalled  and  that 
radioactivity  was  present  in  the  landing  area*  This  radiation  had  been  veri-s 
fled  by  one  Eastern  Mennonite  College.  Upon  receipt  of  this 

letter  a telephone  call  was  made  to  to  verify  the  alleged  incident 

and  to  detennine  if  a check  had  been  made  on  radiation.  stated  that 

he  had  checked  the  area  on  30  December  with  a gelger  counter  and  that  this  check 
shoved  radioactive  returns. 


In  view  of  the  report  of  radioactivity  and  car  stalling  it  was  decided  that 
an  investigative  team  he  sent  from  Wright -Patterson  Air  Force'  Base  to  conduct  an 
official  investigation  of  the  reported  incident.  At  l600,  11  Jan  65  TSgt  David 
N Moody  and  SSgt  Harold  T Jones  departed  W-P  AFB  for  Harrisonburg,  Virginia 
( Orders  Attached ) . 


An  investigation  was  conducted  on  12  Jan  65  and  the  following  information 
was  obtained.  At  O9OO  a telephone  call  was  made  home  and 

Sgt  Moody  was  informed  that  he  was  in  class  at  Eastern  Mennonite  College.  Sub- 
sequent contact  was  made  and  an  appointment  for  an  interview  with  the  witness, 

{■hr  vaa_^arranged  for  1330  f IS  Jan . '4o^y 

and  Sgt  Jones  arrived  at  isSmUIP  gunshop  at 

Harrisonbtirg,  Virginia.  Shortly  theireafter  ^ student  from  Eastern 

Mennonite  College  arrived.  This  party  then  departed  for  the  area  of  the  sighting. 
The  alleged  landing  site  was  on  U S Route  ^250  between  Vfaynesboro  and  Staunton, 
near  Fishersville,  Virginia.  During  the  drive  of  approximately  forty-five  minutes 
the  witness  reported  the  essential  details  of  his  observation.  Upon  arrival 
at  the  landing  site  pictures  were  taken  of  the  area  and  the  reported  path  and 
description  of  the  object  were  given  by4flNB0^«  (Copies  Attached) 


DESCRIPTION  0?  OBJECT 


The  object  was  reported  as  tremendous  in  sice,  about  ei^ty  to  ninety  feet 
high  and  12‘3  feet  in  diameter.  The  shape  corresponded  to  a large  beehive , 

(Drawing  Attached),  no  color  vas  reported,  the  object  being  described  only  as 
dark.  When  asked  if  colors  of  the  cars  and  other  objects  could  be  Identified, 

Mr  Bums  sbaxed  that  they  could.  He  stated  that  tne  light  condition  at  the  time 
of  the  sighting  was  such  that  colors  of  the  cars  and  other  objects  could  be  identi- 
fied. Mo  features  such  as  doors,  windows,  means  of  propulsion  or  other  characteris 
tics  were  noted  with  the  exception  of  a narrow  band  of  light  surrounding  the 
object  about  six  feet  from  the  ground.  This  band  of  light  was  about  12'  inches 
ijn.  diameter  which  would  have  been  above  a man  standing  on  the  ground  adjacent 
to  the  object.  Ho  rays  were  noted  and  the  light  \ras  described  as  florescent. 
t'h*  did  not  think  the  light  could  have  been  cuased  by  a heat  source.  It 

was  not  similar  to  a welders  torch  or  other  flame.  Tnis  light  did  not  change 
in  Intensity.  It  was  not  an  extremely  bright  light  and  the  edges  were  sharply 
defined. 


{•EOTIOn  OP  OBJECT 


The  object  vas  first  observed  through  the  windshield  In  the  upper  left  hand 


.sport  to  l'ii3Ap 


4 


vaded  in  their  low  shoes  for  half  rai  hour,  although  1 Liad  ur^ed  them, on 
their  long-distance  call  fro;n  oliio,  to  cone  prepared  wd-th  galoshes. 

illso  raissing  from  their  report  is  any  reference  to  the  fact  that  two 
research  engineers  (>iessrs«  Cook  and  Funk,  used  to  Geiger  counter  ^jork), 
had  witnessed  the  radioactivity  or  the  landing  area.  Curiotisly,  the  ser- 
.geants  evinced  no  intereat  in  talking  to  these  two  engineers,  both  of  whom 
live  within  a few  miles  of  the  ares*  However,  Seirgeant  IJoody  mentions  in 
his  report  that  copies  of  several  ItLchoond  ’rimes-t^isoatch  aarticles  are  at- 
tached, incliwiing  one  written  by  Reporter  Dallas  Kersey  on  January  16  for 
the  January  17  issue.  ISoody  docs  not  quote  from  the  article,  but  he  can 
hardly  itave  missed  reading  the  following: 

Hlne  days  after  Bums  said  he  sav;  the  SO  to  90-foot  object, 

Gehman  took'  a Geiger  counter  to  the  site  to  check  for  radiation.  Me 
knew  that  other  reported  UFO* a have  given  off  radiation. 

■i 

* ¥ 

. ^ Gehman.gpt  .a 'tremendously  high  reading**  of  radiation,  and  hia 
finding  has  been  verified  by  U.  MV  Cook  of  Staunton,  a*  research' 
engineer  at  V7aynesboro*s  DuPont  plant.  Gehznan  "*.jas  having  a tiszy 
because  the  needle  was  all  the  way  off  the  dial,*'  said  Cook,  who 
has  had  considerable  experience  with  Geiger  counters  in  his  ^«K>rk. 

**It  was  a hot  area,'*  Cook  said.  ***.7e  spent  45  minutes  In  the 
field  trying  to  tone  this  reading  down,  h'e  checked  the  radium  dials 
on  our  watches,  even  went  over  a small  hill  from  the  field,  but 
this  was  definitely  an  accurate  reading.  The  only  thing  1 can  say 
is  that  it  was  hot  (radioactive).** 

* 

Another  curious  juggling  of  the  facts  appears  near  the  bottom  of  page  2 
as  follows:  (2his  refers  agaxn  to  the  .;\ir  Force  report) 

"Ifbcsmination  of  the  field  showed  that  grass  and  brittle  weeds 
stems  had  not  been  depressed  or  broken  over  any  large  area.  There 
was  no  indication  that  a large  vehicle  or  object  of  any  significant 
weight  had  landed  In  the  field.** 

How  could  they  make  such  a statement,  vaeu  the  facts  are  that  the 
meadow,  ox  good  quality  grass,  had  been  mowed  and  there  were  no  brittl(T 
weed  si^pnm  ia  the  field  anywhere,  to  be  depressed  ot  broken  down?  And  as 
for  the  grass,  how  could  the  Sergeants  know  that  it  hod  not  been  depressed, 
since  it  was  covered  with  4 inches  of  snow  when  they  were  there?  The 
photograph,  widely  published,  taken  by  Mr.  Kersey  of  Sergeant  I body  and 
Horace  Bums  bending  over  the  Air  Force  Survey  Mater,  eloquently  proves 
the  presence  of  at  least  4 inches  of  snow. 

I . 

.Vgoin,  on  page  3 of  their  report  they  refer  twice  to  the  reading  I 
had  obtained  on  the  Geiger  counter,  once  that  it  was  60,000  counts  per 
minute,  \diich  ia  correct,  but  Later  this  is  equated  with  '*60,000  mr/*hr  on 
the  check  by  Dr.  Gehnan,  *'  but  this  would  multiply  the  radiation  I found 
by  120.  /uid  they  ciuotc  *5ajor  James  Gproul  as  statin^^  (apparently  on  the 
basis  ox  this  misinformation)  that  such  radioactive  strength  deposited  on 
December  21  should  yieli^l^a  positive  return  on  January  12,  which  is  without 
a doubt  correct.  3uc  following  on  ^-hjor  Gproul's  statement,  the  report 
says,  **-  . . there  is  no  altemacive  but  ::o  disregard  the  Geiger  counter 
returns  taken  by  Dr.  Jenman."  In  this  ;ra.y  they  disposed  of  the  prooiem 
indicated  by  their  opening  sentence  in  their  paragraph  on  radiation : ‘'*rhe 
most  peri;inent  fact  in  the  alleged  landing  was  the  Geiger  counter  reading 
taken  by  Dr.  Gehman." 


i 
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' ileport  to 

■ ■.  ■'  ' /d.r  Force 

r:ro  questions  continually  iin.r;er  in  ny  mind:  First,  was_ thc/3eta-dar.!nLa 
Survey  *jeter  really  the  proper  instrument  to  use,  if  the  radiation  mi^ht 
have  been  mainly  or  only  of  alpha  rays?  i\nd,  second,  Tzas  their  particular 
instrument,  which  Sergeant  1‘toody  always  held  doxi/n  close  to  the  ground,  really 
designed  to  discover  radiation  in  a ^Txde,  general  area?  w'as  it  not  rather 
designed  for  use  after  the  source  of  the  rays  lias  already  been  pretty  defin- 
itely pinpointed?  CCf.  photo  on  page  2 of  Jan.  14  Tlichraond  Times-Oispatch. ) 

In  this  Air  Force  report  there  are  a number  of  other  curious  errors 
and  mis  judgments  of  fact,  such  as  their  saying  that  the  UFO  had  crossed 
Route  250  "at  an  altitude  higher  than  a transmission  power  line  to  the  left 
of  the  highway.  These  telephone  (sic>  poles  are  approximately  75  feet  in 
hei^t.  Descent  of  the  object  was  at  an  an^ile  and  the  object  appeared  to  be 
spinning  slightly*”  Now  it  happens  that  those  Virginia  Electric  Tower  Com- 
pany  poles  are  declared  by  VEFCO  personnel  to  be  34  feet  in  height,  %d\ich 
is  not  even  half  as  high  as  was  estimated  by  the  Sergeants.  If  they  had 
missed  this  estiauite  by  5 or  even  10  feet,  it  could  be  overlooked,  but  to 
miss  it'  by  40  feet'  Is'  more  than  one  hopes  for  from  technically  trained 
members  of  a responsible  investigating  team,  /^nd  as  to  the  "spinning”  of 
the  UFO,  have  heard  'Ir*  Bums  say  repeatedly,  as  he  said  in  answer  to 
Sergeant  :'t>ody*s  question  that  day,  that  he  did  not  notice  any  spinning. 


The  report  contains  a number  of  other  such  discrepancies.  For  a quick 
run-dorm  of  some  of  these,  note: 


Fage  1 : (a)  Sergeant  Itoody  called  my  hone  at  11:30  a.m.  on  Jan.  12, 
instead  of  at  9:00  a.ia*  as  he  says  in  his  report  to  his  superiors.  Snail 
matter?  Perhaps.  XVhen  he  called  at  11:30  he  told  Mrs.  Geiunan  that  they 
had  just  arrived  at  a local  motel  and  needed  to  shave  and  wash' up  and  eat 
before  we  could  get  together,  which  we  did  at  1:30. 

Cb)  !3escribing  the  UFO:  ”The  band  of  light  was  about  12  inches  in 
diameter.”  rle  should  have  said  ”in  width.” 

Page  2 I (a)  "The  object  rose  straight  up,  tilted  at  an  angle  and  shot 
[pace  ..."  rok*.  Bums  had  told  him:  "shot  off  in  a northeasterly 
It  had  come  from  the  north. 


* • 


’ - * ■ 

(b)  "TTtrection  of  departure  was  about  sixty  degrees  to  the  right  of  its 
approach."  Bewever,  the  angle  between  north  and  northeast  is  not  60  but 
43-  dagz*ees.  - ■ . • ••  . ■*”  * “ 

Cc)  ”Dr.  S.  C.  Gebnon  stated  that  he  had  contacted  occupants  of  the 
adjacent  farmhouses  and  that  they  had  seen  or  heard  nothing. 'V  Correct,  but 
since  the  Sergeants  accepted  and  reported  this  fact,  x^y  not  also  my  mich 
more  extended  testimony  of  the  two  research  engineers  who  shared  ray  Geiger 
counter  investigation  with  me? 

(d)  Gehman  is  head  of  a local  UFO  Hobby  Club  and  has  appeared  on 

several  local  radio  programs  in  the  area.’’  The  UFO  Investigators  are  a 
serious  group  of  college  students  conducting  a scientific  inquiry  the 
locally  reported  UFO  phenomena.  I hate  never  appeared  on  a Local  radio 
progrnin  on  the  subject  of  UFOs,  although  W3VA  on  0^.  27  annor-nced  the  eicis- 
tence  of  this  extracun'iciilar  organization  at  ‘last am  I-fcraionite  College. 

(a)  "At  no  time  during  the  thirty  ninutes  of  invesrigation  was 


the  tiighway  einpey  ox  oars."  This  enn  be  challengad,  for  all  of  ua  ’yTere 
intent  on  Jergeant  Moody's  Geiger  counter,  as  he  also  t/os.  he  one  was  con- 
sistently observing  the  highway  traffic.  (/ 

(b>  fi.e?arding  Jir.  3uraa;  "'.sLthout  a thorough 
no  oosihve  c^Saion  regarding  hallucination  is  possible,  rhe.  witness  s 


I 

I 


.pt-t  to 


reliability  ia  not  questioned*"  i’liis  oeetna  Lilte  contradictory  testiniony* 
jtlow  can  one  consider  a t/itness  reliable,  if  one  also  suspects  that  he  may 
bave  hallucinations?  But  since  Itr,  Bums*  simple,  frank  testimony  has  through 
these  iveeks  been  consistent  and  unsliaken  under  sometimes  severe  cross-ques- 
tioniag,  even  heckli:^,  possibly  it  is  not  he  who  should  have  a thorough 
psychiatric  examination*  no  additional 

(c)  rhe  Air  Force  report  states,  as  quoted  above:  'There 
TTXtnesses"  to  the  Bums*  sighting,  while  it  is  true  that  at  the  time  of 
the  Air  Force  teaia*s  visit  we  did  not  know  of  any  other  persons  who  had  seen 
the  same  UFO,  yet  two  days  later  Mr.  ICarsey  intervie^i^d  a l4-ycar»old  high- 
school  boy,  Itonneth  ^^rton,  of  Staunton,  :mo  saw  a large  UFO  traveling  rapid- 
ly over  the  city  in  the  direction  from  which  Ilorace  Bums  saw  it  coioing* 
rhis  sighting  by  Kenneth  occurred  on  the  same  day  just  a few  minutes  before 
the  landing  seen,  by  Bums.  The  boy  called  to  his  mother  to  come  to  see  the 
object.  liis  parents  corroborate  their  son*s  story  as  to  date  and  tine  o£ 
sighting*  A fuller  account  of  this  and  of  the  sighting  in  the  air  by  another 
father  and.  son  and  another  mazif  of  the  UFC^  apparently  immediately  after  it 
had  left  the  landing  site  on  Route  250,  are  told  in  Reporter  3Cersey*s  Jan- 
uary 15  and  17  Richmond  Ti^a-Uiapatch  articles*  Sergeant  Msody  had  at 
least  the  article  of  the  17th,  as  iaentioned  earlier,  but,  without  looking 
into  these  reports  at  all,  he  could  blandly  say,  "There  were  no  additional 
T^tnesses." 


This  paper  does  not  ezchaust  the  ^consistencies  and  discrepancies  in 
the  Air  Force  report  of  its  "official  investigation^*  one  or  t*,?o  of  which 
the  writer  plans  to  take  up  with  Jesgeant  I body  personally,  but  all  of  thi 
together  constitute  strong  proof  that  the  investigation  and,  subsequent, 
considerably  less  than  four  and  open-minded.  In  consequence,  a good  many 
people  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  feel  that  if  other  Force  investigations 
of  UFO  reports  may  be  judged  by  this  one,  then  the  general  reputation 
the  Aerial  Rhenomens.  Section  of  the  Air  Force,  Project  Blue  Book,  has  on 
the  subject  ia  by  no  means  undeserved* 


on  the  whole  we  have  a very  high  regard  for  the  United  States  Air 
Force,  its  tremendous  responsibilities  for  the  safety  of  our  country,  its 
capabilities,  standards,  and,  by  no  means  least,  its  personnel,  yet  we  can- 
not help  feeling  that  the  Aerial  Phenomena  Section  of  the  Foreign  Technology 
Division  xxmld  do  well  to  seriously  overhaul  its  principles,  its  methodology, 
and  sotae  of  its  personnel*  H j 0 T 

3jL^rx^cl  * 

Smest  G . Gehman 

of  German 


oponsor  of  UFO  Investigators 
Eastern  >fennonite  College 
Tlirrisonburg,  Virginia,  USA 
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D LA  SnOSK  O V.ATOKV 

\'0 R TH  WE S T£  R X U X I VE R SI T V 

EVANSTON,  ILLINOIS  60201 

23  February  I965 


Major  Hector  Quintanilla 
Foreign  Technology  Division 
Box  9^9^ 

Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 


Dear  Major; 


I an  enclosing  a toasted  copy  of  a APfiO  bulletin.  Please  notice  the  reported 
Hollorran  Air  Force  Base  case.  This  is  the  sort  of  case  vhich  prompts  charges  of 
Air  Force  secrecy,  and  I feel  that  it  would  be  very  vise  to  track  this  one  down 
to  its  lair  if  at  all  possible-  .A.pparently  there  was  some  conversation  between 
the  bomber  pilot  and  the  tower  which  the  i*adio  acat  ;«r  accidentally  overheard, 
but  things  like  that  can't  get  nipped  in  the  bud  at  the  very  beginning.  It  gives 
an  awful  lot  of  grist  for  the  mill  of  A?RC,  etc.  I don’t  imov  what  can  be  done 
at  this  late  date,  but  at  the  very  least,  the  radio  atrateur  and  the  newspaper 
reporter  should  be  contacted  to  see  just  wlmit  the  original  stimulus  was. 


I am  also  enclosing  a toasted  copy  of  a note  from  Mr.  He  was  the 

one  who  reported  the  Toledo  case  which  was  rather  siLiilar  to  the  Monticello 
case.  I have  asked  him  to  get  some  pictures  nade  of  the  terrain  around  there 
at  a nominal  cost  if  necessary. 


Reference  l3  August  196^,  200  miles  ease  of  Dover  (Atilantlc):  would  it  be  possibl 

to  get  the  names  of  the  crew  members  concerned?  I would  like  to  write  to  them 
and  have  each  one  give  me  a conpletely  independent  statement  and  drawing  of  what 
they  reportedly  saw.  If  this  can  be  done,  we  ray  be  able  to  take  this  off  the 
unidentified  li  s w * Ap  parently  these  people  were  between  two  cloud  decks  and 
saw  an  object  approaching  then.  It  might  have  been  a relatively  stationary 
balloon  which  they  were  overtaking  and  passed.  Since  everything  over  the  Atlantic 
is  carefully  checked  by  radar,  this  is  a puzzler,  and  it  would  be  very  interesting 
to  get  the  comments  of  the  in^vidual  crew  members.  I would  like  to  find  out  how 
bright  the  object  appeared  and  also  whether  they  ever  saw  it  to  the  rear  of  the 
plane. 

Last  Sunday  I took  occasion  while  leafing  around  to  call  this  Cen.-an  professor 


a 3 


4.  * 


asnern  Mennonite  College 


« 1 


I"  ■ rsT- 


ou  i.’ill  remember,  that  Dave  and  S£?t.  Jones  investigated.  I also  called 

because  I wanted  to  get  straight  on  two  points.  One  A/as  ho;/  they  would 


e:oilain  the  fact  that  no  one  else  on  a v/ell  traveled  road  would  not  have  seen 
the  object  and  dso  by  talking  to  get  a possible  line  on  their  personality  quirks 


Gamen  gave 
uamen. 


a completely  clean  bill  of  health  which,  of  course,  I expected. 


zo 


4-  \ 


, m • 


1 


. . A J.  . , 


. r-j-y  T.f"i  ivfi  ri  r r-i  * t - - ' -/oip’? 


■p  f . -p 


% B.  ^ . 


L".  J.J  tlisp-eas  V/lLU 

vve  kept  setting  it  hack  to 

also  A.*anted  to  know  how,  when  the  ground  v/as  covered  with  four  inches  of  snow, 
Dave 'could  say  categorically,  that  there  were  no  traces  of  anything  Iwiving  landed. 


2 


The  field  is  apparently  mowed;  and  he  inaintains  that  even  without  the  snow  a 
landing  in  a stubble  field  would  be  hard  to  detect.  He  also  said  that  there 
were  several  other  witnesses;  but  they  did  not  want  their  names  used.  I told 
Mt.  that  it  would  be  very  important  to  get  the  testimony  of  such  witnesses  be- 
cause otherwise  it  was  his  word  against  the  rest  of  the  world.  He  said  he  would 
continue  to  investigate.  He  also  said  that  he  would  send  me  a copy  of  the 
report  he  turned  in  to  ItICAP.  V/hen  I get  it;  I shall  send  you  a toasted  copy. 
Gamen's  feeling  about  the  well- traveled  road  was  simply  that  the  road  is  not 
always  well  traveii  and  furthermore  even  if  there  had  been  cars  and  other  wit- 
nesses that  in  all  probabLity  no  one  would  have  wanted  tosay  anything  about 
it  for  fear  of  ridicule.  He  pointed  out  that  it  took,  six  days  to  make 

his  initial  report  J So  one  can  take  that  for  what  it  is  worth. 

\-rnen  I talked  to  4H0  later  in  the  day;  he  seemed  a little  too  positive  for 
blood  and  a little  too  belligerent.  I tried  to  trip  him  up  on  some  fact,  such 
as  ^^he^e  he  had  said  he  originally  saw  it,  however;  and  he  invariably  corrected. 
He  said  that  there  were  no  other  cars  on  the  road  at  the  time;  but;  of  course; 
in  his  excitement;  I doubt  that  he  would  have  noticed  had  there  been  a whole 
caravan.  I think  we  need  a psychiatrist  here.  VThat  does  a person  need  to  eat 
to  see  a traveling  beehive?  Nonetheless;  this  will  be  one  of  NICA?*s  select 
cases.  They  sio^ily  will  not  believe  the  "psycho  logical  category"  classification. 
So  much  for  that. 


* 
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Brosdvi^yf  Virginia 
January  6,  1965 


U.F.O.  Invest! gati^on 

Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Gentletnen: 

j c *<knr4  At  Eastern  Mennonite  College  in 
I have  a good  who  is  interested 

Harrisonburg,  ''*''9’"’,“’ “P^Ton^e^  2'.  '5^'  ® . 

in  U.F.0_.‘».  «=  ^ highway  between  Staunton  and 

Mr.  "T^  K w^^n  Ws  caJ  suddenly  stalled  and 

Waynesboro  a^ut  5 I “™he  payaient  a large  f I a t bo t ton*d . 

^jr^uirr^^d^r  sh^ap^d  obiect  <*reirrbrtso 

"rrs'-ar  “ '>* 

diainetcr. 

j a...-:ie  nf  the  shape;  however,  he  said 
I have  no  more  details  o^sri meter.  It  sat  there 

it  had  a grey-blue  and  left  the  area  heading 

about  30  seconds  ^rHfic  speed.  He  got  back  in  his 

cra^'^The'^tor  scar  ted  promptly  so  he  drove  away  very 
:>haken  up. 

This  Is^p^ba^utlnP.^^V--^^ 
was  on  December  2b,  iiyon-  ■■fci  saw  the  object 

radioactivity  in  t^  =^t  wi«re  «r.^^ 

land.  No  doubt  the  area  is 

■wi  rsvM-  what  type  of  rays  present, 

Or.  Gehman  did  not  sa/ 

but  this  should  be  of  so™  help  to  you. 


I 
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Mr. 


has 


in  Harrisonburg,  Virginia 
on  the  faculty  at  Eastern  Hcnnonite 

Tlege,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia. 


Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  letter. 


RLS/ss 


I, 

TO: 


REQUEST  0 AUTHORIZATION  FOR  TEMPORARY  DUTY  TRAVEL  C IfTARY  PERSONNEL 
(ij  spoc#  U requirtdt  canHnm  <m  reverse,  iderUiftfin^  bu  number, ) 


REQUEST  FOR  AUTHORIZATION 


FROM:  (R.qti«7uie  4ulAonlV) 

TDiar 

Z.  TYP£D  NAME.  SRAOE  AND  TITLE  OF  AUTHOAIZED  OFFICIAL 

LHIC*  T*  daJOHCEHSBRJSy  Colonel, US4P 
Xiep/fachnology  A Subiiyntams 

3.  SIGNATURE  Of  AUTHORIZED  OFFICIAL 

If  .ItD^a  Jan  196 


I 1,  REQUEST  TUY  at  AUTHOR^ 
' JZED  A5  INDICATED  IN 
ITEMS  5 Tt^ROUGN  U. 


4.  PHONE  NR. 


(69a6) 


IL  TEMPORARY  DUTY  TRAVEL  ORDERS 


5,  THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALIS)  WILL  PROCEED  AS  INOICATED.  UPON  COMPLETION  WILL  RETURN  TO  PROPER  STATION: 


GRADE 


NAME 

mnddU  inihalt  Jut 


TSB1> 


(FM  fVMHt  ludeUi  iniliaL  ta&t  woww.  AFSif) 


\ API9549897 


ORGANIZATION 


SECURITY  CLEARS 
ANCE  FOR  PERIOD 
OF  TDT 


HQ  FTD(Af3C)XrSAf 
WFAFB,  OHIO 


SSCEST 


S.  DEPART  ON  OR  ABOUT 


9.  SPECinf  PURPOSE  OF  TOY 

To  aa 


7*  APPROXIMATE  NR.  OF  OATS  { (rawrl  (iW) 


10.  JTINERARYi  t^VARtATJONS  IN  ITINERARY  AUTHORIZED 


DDALV 


oper&tlosBl  pro  j dot 


TO: 


l^i^t-Pattersoa  ATBf  Ohio 
HAHBISOHBDHSy  TTHOZm  & vicinity 


M.  SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS 


RETURN  TO: 


(Zri^t-'Pattereon  ATB,  Ohio 


U.  MODES  OP  TRAVEL  A,  Q TRAVEL  BT niRtCTFO  WHEN  AVAILABLE  A.  Q TPA.  TIME  BY  COMMON 

CARRIER  IS OATS.  TRAVEL  TIMt  IN  EXCESS  IS  CHARGEABLE  TO  DELAY  ENROUTE  AUTHORIZED  IN  FTEH  S*  C.^IJtTPA.  THIS  MODE  Of 

TRANSPORTATION  HAS  BEEN  DETERMINED  TO  BE  MORE  ADVANTAGEOUS  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT.  D.  CH  OTHER 


ni 

II.  authority 


APM  10-3.  iFH  35-11 


ta.  DESIGNATION  AND  LOCATION  OF  APPROVING  HEADQUARTERS 
OR  UNIT 


3<l 


mchacioer  i)iv(ApsG) 

arson  A?  Baae^  Ohio 


IB.  DlSTRiaUTION 


AUTHORIZATION 

1 4.  DATE 


IS*  SPECIAL  ORDER  NIL 

5^96 


11  Japaary  I965 | ^9o 

17.  APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNTING  SYMBOL 

5753400  3054771  P4B9  2133  2153  3503000  •© 
? (O/A  'P65-65)(^) 

19.  REQUEST  FOR  TOY  IS  APPROVED  AND  WILL  0E  PERFORMED  TON. 


- 

ZO.  SIGNATURE  ELEMENT  Of  ORDERS  ISSUING  OFFICIAL  {6Mi  Or 


An' 


\SUl. 


JB 


MV  1 

IBB 

fa 

1 

AP  fijfi 


PREVIOUS  EDITIONS  OF  THIS  FORM  MAY  BE  USED* 


r 

r' 


ftEQUESr  ^ AUTHORjZATfON  FOR  TEMPORARY  DUTY  TRAVa  0 

{i}  t^uire^  spacA  in  retpiir^i^  coMirtue  &/t  iiemA  \* 

REQUEStToR  AUTHORiZATIOtY 


1 > I 


DATS 


4.  PMONE  NR, 


I2i Agjt23IST^ftJI7J8  (SSTIQiSl^  m ** 

?ixair 

2.  TYPED  NAME.  GRAQE  AND  TITLE  Of  AUTHORIZED  DFnClAL  | 2.  StGi^ATUftE  OF  AUTHORJIED  OFFIC>AL  4.  PRONE  1 

ifiXS  T»  doJOaCSSui^y  C0l0339lyQSAP  | . 

Sep/^^whnoloey  & SoibOTstitatt 

II,  TEMPORARY  PUTV  TBAVEL  ORDERS 

S.  THE  FOLLOWING  INDIVIDUALS)  WILL  PROCEED  AS  INDICATED.  UPON  COMPLETION  WILL  RETURN  TO  PROPER  STATION: 


U REQUEST  TOV  BE  AUTHOR. 
IZEO  AS  INDICATED  IN 
ITEWS  5 THROUGH  12. 


{69216) 


GRADE 


NAME 

( Ar«i  non^  middtt  initiaL,  laM  *kmi,  AFSN) 


ORGAN  lIATiOH 


SECURITY  CLEAR. 
ANCE  rOR  PERIOD 
OF  TDY 


BABou)  f « jomsst  m^^t^oooe. 


3)  FQ)(A73C)t2SAP^ 

0B2D 


6.  DEPART  OH  OR  ABOUT  IX  a 
B.  SPECIFY  PURPOSE  OF  TDf 

^ izxnaeti^aAff  aa 


APPROXIMATE  NR.  Of  DAYS  I B.  OOALV 

to.  ITINERARVl^Q variations  rn  mHERARY  AUTHORIZED 

L B>o jeet*  puoMi  AJ3 

TO:  IIAJKBZaQKBOIDt  VZaDZBIA  A TZCZSXTT 


RETURN  TO: 


Af9, 


IK  SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS 


cirxuur 


iS!SE0RZS2S> 


12.  MODES  OF  TRAVEL  A.  Q T^SAVEL  BY OlRECTIO  WHEN  AVAILABLE  S.  Q TPA.  TIME  BY  COMMON 

CARRIER  IS DAYS.  TRAVEL  T1MI  IN  EXCESS  IS  CHARGCABLE  TO  DEUT  IHROUTI  AUTHORIZED  IN  ITEM  C.  THIS  MODE  OF 

! TRANSPORTATTOH  HAS  SCCM  DETERMINED  TO  BE  MORE  ADVANTAGEOUS  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT*  D.  Q OTHER 


13.  AUTHORITY 


AfU  IXh^] 


IB.  DESIGN ATtON  AND  LOCATtOH  OF  APPROVING  HEADQUARTERS 
OR  UNIT 


at 


ftnfimlflqy  b±t<AF30}' 
esmau  AF  Ohio 


IS.  DISTRIBUTION 


AUTHORIZATION 

14.  DATE 


IK  approphTattoi 


tS.  SPECIAL  ORDER  NR. 


i§si)(3r  ““  ® 

t».  REQUEST  FOR  TDY  IS  APPROVED  AND  WILL  BE  PERFORMED.  TDM. 

?Q&  TB3 

.>0.  aIGNATURE  ELEMENT  OF  ORDERS  ISSUING  OFFICIAL  or 


AS 

-A 


JR 


\ ' 


se. 


PREVIOUS  EDITIONS  OF  THIS  FORM  MAY  SC  USED. 
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landing  and  obtained  a reading  on  the  gelger  counter  vhich  he  indicated  had 
a count  of  60,000  counts  per  minute.  Highway  250  has  heavy  traffic.  At  no 
time  during  the  thirty  minutes  of  investigation  at  the  landing  site  was  the 
highiray  eai^ity  of  cars.  Ihere  was  constant  traffic  adjacent  to  the  landing  site. 

Indicated  that  he  would  forward  his  investigative  data  and  informa- 
tion on  the  gelger  counter  returns  obtained  by  him.  Further,  this  information 
was  requested  in  a letter  from  this  office  (TDS\'f)  on  19  J^an  65  (copy  Attached.) 

The  time  of  the  sighting  was  reported  as  after  dark  during  twilight. 

Lights  were  on  the  other  cscrs  oi  the  highway.  Sunset  for 

21  Lee  at  N was  approximately  1645.  Allowance  should  be  made  for  the  mountains 
and  horizon  to  the  \iest.  The  end  of  astronoEnical  twilight  on  the  night  of  21  Lee 
was  1819.  Apparent  right  Ascension  of  the  Moon  on  21  Lee  at  1?30  was  appro xi.Tiate ly 
8 hours,  Ul  minutes  with  a declination  of  plus  22°  6 min  placing  the  moon  below 
the  horizon  in  the  East,  rising  about  1930*  On  21  Dec  the  moon  was  in  full  phase, 
however,  since  the  moon  was  below  the  horizon  it  did  rot  add  to  illumination  of 
the  area.  Time  of  the  sighting  is  estimated  as  shortly  after  1700. 

ANALYSIS 

Radiation;  The  most  pertinent  fact  in  the  alleged  landing  was  the  gelger 
counter  leading  taken  by  9 days  later.  On  I8  Jan  65  Project  personnel 

consulted  Major  James  Sproul,  specialist  in  radiation.  Major  Sproul  stated  that 
radioactive  isotopes  deposited  on  21  Dec  6‘^  and  yielding  retiurns  with  a strength 
indicated  in  a news  article,  (60,000  mr/per  hour  on  the  check  would 

yield  a positive  return  on  12  Jan.  Since  the  gelger  counter  used  by  iJlrostigators 
trained  in  Its  use  and  was  in  good  working  order  there  is  no  alternative  but  to 
disregard  the  gelger  counter  returns  taken  by 

COnSISSRATIOH  OF  POSSIBLE  HALmCINATlON,  PRANK  OR  A HOAX 

a-  Luring  the  conversations,  interview  and  subsequent  trip  to  the  alleged 
landing  area  the  witness  appeared  normal.  He  exhioited  no  Indications  of  suffering 
from  mental  disorders.  Without  a thorough  psychiatric  examination  no  positive 
conclusion  regarding  hallucination  is  possible.  The  witness's  reliability  is 
not  questioned. 

b.  Possibility  of  a prank  or  trick  being  played  upon considered, 

since  he  is  bend  of  the  local  particulars  o^the  sighting 

such  as  car  stalling  and  radiation  and  sS”alleged  landing  give  rise  to  this 
speculation,  however,  no  connection  was  established  between 

to  account  for  this  possibility.  This  cause  (prank)  is  considered  remote.  ^ 

* 

c.  Possibility  of  a hoax  was  considered.  There  is  no  apparent  motive. 

It  seems  unlikely  that would  expose  himself  to  ridicule  if  the  sighting 
were  determined  to  be  a hoax. 

CONCLUSION 


It  is  believed  that  a vehicle  of  this  size  would  be  observed  by  additional 
witnesses  at  the  time  and  location  of  the  reported  event.  There  were  no  additional 
i/ltnessss.  There  was  no  confirmation  of  radioactivity  i.n  the  prea.  Grass  and 
weeds  had  not  been  depressed.  'E’.ere  w?s  a total  lack  of  any  indication  that  a 
ven-lcij  •'-vl  ianded  in  tn-  ft -•id.  I.iv^s^tjatt  on  by  Air  .•’erce  personnel  ’nd  subsecuejat 

jS  the  data  collected  rellj  -O  reveal  eny  evidence  of  -ui  alleged  landing- 
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UFO  Reported 


By  Dallas  >1*  Kersey 

Btirerm 

FlSHEnSVlLLE.  Jaji.  - 12— 
Tlie  reponetl  sii?hfing  of  a SO-^ 
tr^SW  foot  unidenfified  flying 
ject  near  here  bought  a two- 
man*^  force  investigating 
team  here -Tuesday  to'^thc  site 
where  the  object  Is  believed:,  to 
have  luded.  But  there  was; m 
indications  that 'the*  object 
been*thepev  ■ ' 

The  unidentified  flying  objeat 
fUFOV" was  reportedly  seenibsr 
Horace  Bums  a gunsmith  who 
lives  at  Gmttoes,  on  December 
21  while  driving  to  Waynesbom. 
No  one  else  has  reported  seeing 
the  object,  ** 

After  a field  inspection  with 
a Geiger  counter,  air  force  Sgt,| 
David  Moo<ly  said  only  that 
there  is  no  radioactivity  now.  la 
the  area  where  Bums  said  the 
craft  landed.  He  did  not  mtej 
out  the  possibility  that  therei 
could  have  been  radiation  ear- 
lier. » , ' ' i ‘ 

Bums’  ^sighting  of  the  UFO 
was  reported  to  the  air  force  in 
a letter  from  a resident  of.  this 
area  of, the  Shenandoah  valley* 
Sergeant,  Moody  said  he  could 
not  disclose  the  name  of  th€ 
person.  Reports  of  sightings 


^ Sergeant  Moody  said  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  radiation,  if  there 
was*  any,  could  have  worn  off 
by  mtw.  This  rules  out,  the  ex* 
istence  of  certain  ty^s  of  ra- 
diation* he  said*  V , 

V ! 

The  two  serv'icemen,  tpums; 
Gehman  and  a student  ai-£ast^ 
em  Mennonite  spent  about  ptte-' 
half i hour  Tuesday  walking  over 
^le.lfei'ea^where  Barm  said‘s  he 
law;  the  aircraft 'land.  The  field 
is  levered  with  ^ 

After  Bums  law'^the  ‘UFO  he| 
told_^hij  wife: -about  it  but.dM 
fcided  not  to  mention  it  to  any- 
one because’  *'they‘d  think  Tm 
icrazy/*  However,  six  days  later 
-by  coincidence,  The  Times- Dis- 
I patch  carried  an  article  about 

Bums 


Auto**  Enginf*- Stall = v 

As  it  crossed  Rt.  250  aHrxitf 
200  feet  ahead  of  ninv  his  car^sl 
engine  cut  off  ‘**just  as  if  I'd  I 
TUitput  of  gas."  The  UFO  landedf 


sem)>l^d  ' an  ; upsideHiown  Ico 
creiOn  cone.  'Tt  was  125  feet 
In^dlameter,'  at  least,*  and  80  to 
90  feet  high,";,  said  Bums. : 

is  not  sureTtif  what  narf- 
terta!  'the  object  was*  made  lai* 
though  it  looked  like  spun  alum-| 
fnum.  he  said.  Around  the  per- 
imeter of  the  base  of  the  ma- 
chine there  was  a band  of  blu- 
ish glow  about  a foot  wide*  Jt 
had  no  visible  window-s  ■ or 
doors,  he  said. 

The  UFO  rested  in  the  mead- 
ow about  one  ro^one  and  one- 

then 


■Cehman's 
(heard  about  It  indirectly  andf 
itoJd  Cehman  the  entire  stor>%  - 

d 

Sergeant  Moody  said  he  has|j 
no  explanation  for  the  strange  * 
[happenings,  ‘T  wish  X did  Jilt  ^ 
certainly  ease  j 

he  said/  I 


Buxzia^sald 
suddenly  rose  perpendiculai^ 


would 
Bums 

Normally  all  such  reports  arc[ 
first  investigated  by  officials! 
from  the  nearest  air  force  base,  ^ 
but  Moody  said  this  was  of  such 
aaan  unusul  nature  that  It  was 
decided  to  check  it  directly. 
Onc'e  he  has  completed  his  in- 
vestigation here,  he  will  return 
to  VVright-Patterson  to  report  on  ' 
hii  findings: 

The  investigators  said  lhat| 
during  Project  Blue  Bonk's  17*i 
year  history*  only  7J  per  centjj 
ol  the  reported  case*  remain|| 
mudentilled.  M 


sponsors  a UFO  invetitjgatprs* 
club  at  the  school,  saidihe  waaj 
contacted  about'-*BumsT  sighl-i 
I ing  several  days  after  J the  *oc-i 
I cvp^ence,  f ; 

M He  visited  the  site  on  Derenvl 
her  30  to  take  a radiation  read- 
ing with  a Geiger  counter.  He| 

I had  heard  that  in  other  rireasi 
of  the  enumrj'  where  similnr  ob- 
jeeta  have  been  sighted  ihei 
ground  was  found  radio  active, 
knocked  the  thing  (needle )[ 
oft  the  dial 


Gehman  said  in* 
iticating  a high  concemrauon  of 
nidiaiion.  He  -said— his  'meter 
registered  over  60,000  counts  per 
minute.  . *i  ; 
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f/FO’s^  Just  Don^t 

i*  '■•  , « 

IShoot:  At  Little  Green  Men 


KjRiarMOND,  Va.  -fAP1—  At' 
I Ic^f  6ne  Virginia  sheriff  thinks 
It'V  bkay  to  wateh  for  flying 
^ saucers  in  Ihe  skies*  Jui't  don't 

liUie  green  men  ro- 
ported  acciJtnpanying  them, 
"'Tilts  ihiiig  has  gotien  eom- 
^ pleleiy  out  of  liaml/*  i,ay^  Sliei> 
Iff  John  E*  Kent  of  Augusta 
* County,  'Tt  is  nmv  dangemus 
U>  county  I’CHsUients/' 

Almost  dally,  I'lrciiil.ins  am 
rejKirliitg  iiiilileuhfifti  flying 
nb|pcl*i  (L1KO)  lit  several 
parla  uf  IU«  stale*  And  shitio 


Vft.»  C^Uirefa  of  God,  * 

iiftw  m flying  uucRi- 
don n town  Morion.  **lt  stopped 

600  fret  above  the  groiuidi*^  ^ 
he  Koid,  *'aad  hod  a round* 
aha|ird  hultoni  from  nUofa 
severut  lights  iUowedJ"  ?Vi  i 

; T’r  ' 

After  one  reported 
landing,  professor  Erneiit 
man  of  Eastorit  Moniumlte  J 
College  In  llarrluonbiiryj 
rhecked  the  site  with  n Ueigar  ' 
rnunter  1>C4;.  so.  He  reported 
m high  ntdlAlion  Irveh 


rlutm  lliif)-  luiva  lUtle 

hlartlan  l > p e s uitiidering 
- around  on  Ihe  gruuiitl, 
"Anyone  can  go  out  at 
; eays  Kent,  "Ami  see  reileclkwii 
In  the  sky!  But  anyone  carrying 
firearms  in  Uie  cminty 
coed  i^aSiVi  will  he  dealt  witji 
.-  acconlijig  to  liie  law, 
r ^skle,  he  atlds,  even  if  ere  a* 
tures  from  spiice  have  lanJed^ 
. "Ayho's  got  the  right  to  mow 
them  down?'* 

Evan  Uit  Air  Force  lias  gotten 


Ciiiismitli  Horace  Bums  of 
Ci-oltoes  repoiied  In  detail  th» 
sound  one  Bying  saucer  mad« 
when  lie  saw  it  land  in  Augusta, 
county, 

"'It  made  a soft,  vvl^ooshiog 
sottnd/*  he  said, 

• * 

And  at  Staunton  ta^*  Tuea*  r 
day  night,  three  boys  said  ? 
Ihry  saw — ami  rhased— 

- Mnulf,  green  man  near  a rural 
fruuL  He  was  descrlbeil  as  ^ 
til  roe  nnd  a hall  feet  tall* 


into  ihe  act,  ll  has  disrounied 
’ any  evidence  conlirming  exist- 
^ ence  of  either  flying  saucers  or 
little  fiieeu  men.  But,  for  the 
<rpcortl.  a ^fiokesman  adds! 
"'Our  castes  are  never  closed 
until  I he  ixi  Hurled  ohjccts  are 
iulficieEiMy  idealificit/' 

work  ft  |M*»lijr  udil<*d 
llts  nkiiiie  iu  IJie  gnnvUng  \M 
of  i-epiirtiii;;  blghllnta. 

The  Ki*f.  IL  I'resluii  KoUlii'* 
bon,  |).iahir  of  111  A C'lillliiovie, 


Tlie  Ultk  gix'en  man  w-as 
pmbahly  none  other  than  DcmiWJ 
aid  Cash,  whose  in-the-flcsliJ 
stalislics  are  someuliat  moi-e. 
sizeable  ~ five-foot'Oight,  190 
XKJunds, 

CAiih,  34,  derided  to  fend 
MiliMionce  to  (he  WO  craxe 
liy  dnimhig  Tilue  (imt  ;;recn> 
ovrralU  and  a leather  rap  and 
pii^lihig  his  Hair  straight  up, 

Now^hFs  not  so  sure  it  was 
(he  right  mov’e.  Some  youhgs- 
lei’s  spotted  him  In  a field,  he  ! 
SB  id,  and  tvied  to  run  him  down. 
He  outran  tliem. 

"But  It  siiook  me  up."  he 
said,  '"T  dirtnB  know  what  they 
wouii^^rio  jf  (hey  got  llieir  hands: 
on  me/' 


J 


14  Koanoke  Worl^-News,  Friday,  Janoary  15 


,JURB1S0N'BURC  — Horace| 
Burns  told  a crowd  ol  several 
hundred  people  at  Eastern  Meii'‘ 
Donite  College  auditorium  ^ last 
ai^t  about  his  sighting  oftfA 
“flying  saucer”  on  .Dec. 

' Bums,  a Grottoes'-.  gunsnaUli, 
said  he  saw  the  object  t^ar 
FisbersviDe  as  he  was  driylng 


. ■'"Wo  sea^s  |Were  visible  and  al-1 
thou^a;'‘ther^-wa3  no  apparent ! 
'means of  control  or  guidance, he i 
iaid  he  was  certain  £ had  in- 
'‘telligcnt  direcbon.'  The  ^0] 
landed.  Bums  said,  in  a f«ld, 
near  the  Woodrow  Wilson  Rft 
‘ habilitation  Center  at  Fisher* 

■•Ville  J n-  - . 

It 'rested  on  the  ground  for 
about  one-and-a-h^  minutes 
then  rose  slowly  in  the  air  for 
several  hundred  feet  then  sud- 
denly shot  off  at  a 90  degree 
turn  to  the  northeast  at  a ve^ 

raDul  pace*  ^ 

•Bums  said  Thursday  nigM 
th^re  was  no  e%'idence  of  heal 
©/turbulence  at  the  base  of  tM 
vehicle.  He  said  he  was  Irigh*^  _ 
cn^  when  he  saw  the  objeclj 
and  said  it  was  as  big  as  two|n,y 
ordinary  houses.  I 

♦ * ' B 

Several  hundred  persons  Iilled  ||'re 
tie  seats  at  the  Eastern  Mei^j  Di 
rionite  college  auditorium  ^d!  gi, 
some  stood  in  the  aisles  to  hear 

tA«  report,  » , sij 

iBurna  withstood  a barrage  oc 
miestions^s  o m e indlcabngr*  r 
west  deal  of  skepucism 
out  contradicting  his  story.  TBd 
cjatt  s€ttied  on  the  field  as  gj 
Ifchtly  as  a babble/’  When  tb#  '■q 
ohiry;  irnrr°^h  oLJwa,'  *■ 

tiuuniitb 

O * T JI  ' ■ 'Hi  All#  fM  J 


V.tors  from  WrJgn^‘‘--"i 
Wr  t Base.  Dayton,  Ohio,  came 

to ‘Fishers  ville  Jan.  7 ^ 

j t5e?case  but  found  no 

‘ ot."radiation  m the  area— sart^ 

three  weeks'after  the  sighting 
,The  Ak  Force  spedalists  saia 
I however  that*  the  radioactivityj 
IS  could  have  dissipated  between | 


WAYNESBORO  fAP)  - Thre^ 
more  sightings  of  unidentified 
flying  objects  (UFO)  in  thei 

Waynesboro-Staunton  area  were 
reported  today.  4 

^Mra:.  Marguerite  Bolton  oC 
Waynesboro  said  today  she  saw 
a round,  orange-colored  ob{ectj 


However,  the  ainnin  reported 
a significant  radiation  reading 
on  the  left  side  of  Bums'  auto- 
mobile. ' . , . , 

Bums  said  when  the  object 

passed  oyacJlim  he  Jell  if  deU* 


In  Washington,  Bums' 
d^ription  was  termed  "pret^ 
typical"  by  Richard  Hall,  act< 
Ing  director  of  the  Nabonal  B* 
vestigating  Committee  on  Aeri- 
al Phenomenon. 

'•Hall  said  Bums’  report-  that 
his  car  engine  stopped  whoa 
the  saucer  passed  in  front  of 
him  is  also  fairly  common.. 

; “This  electro-magnetic  effect 
^as*  6eeh  r^urie<p‘3‘^'v  e r a I 
Umes.”  Hall  said,  in  reports  ol 
unidentified  flying  ofa  b J e c.ts 


as  if  be  had  been  struc 


Related  Story  on  Paye  14 


with  silvenlike  prongs  m the 
sky  as  she  rode  home  in  a cab- 
last  night.  She  said  Lhe  car  driv-l 
er  also  saw  the  object. 

-'The  Lester  Hog^cad  family 
of  Rt.  2 Waynesboro  reported  it 
saw  an  object  at  € p.m.  on  LT.S 
250  west  of  Wayp.*<hr>m^ 

■"-^enhetfi  Norton  Jr.,  14,  ■ a, 
Staunton  high  school  student  re| 
ported  Thui^ay  he  saw  a cigar-1 
shaped  UFO  at  about  4:40  p.mf 
Dec,  21.  — — ' J 

'^'ihat  was  the  same  day  Hor- 
ace Bums  of  Grottoes  said  he 
saw  an- object  land  beside  U.S. 
250  ^between  Waynesboro  and 
Staunton.  Bums,  who  did  not 
; report  the  sighting  tor  several 
[weeks,  said  the  object— which 


a prSphet;c  si^icance  to  ftese. 

i,"  he  added.  Gehman 
said  it  could  possibly  foretell; 

^ ; of  Christ.  Hej 

ouoted  a passage  from  the  New| 
Testament  which  said  there  wiU 
be  signs  in  the  heavens  before 
Christ  returns  to  earth.  . 

Werner  Will,  assistant  Ger- 
ma.n  teacher  at  the 
said  that  the  faculty  thinks  this 
[is  “a  big  hoax.  We  are  not  be- 

r _ ^ *Wl.  m m 


Sid  after  the 

;Proi.  Gehman  said  h^  ^ 
atnined  the 

(ieiger  counter  and  found  irtw 
be  highly  radioactive.  One  eat, 
he  said,  caused  the  needte  to 
imnp  off  the  register  and  m 
h«d  to  take  the  plate  glass  M. 

to  clean  it  before  J?.^! 

gin  measuring  the  radiation.  The 
needle  again  jumped  oif  me  reg- 
ister*  the  professor  said,  and 
■ > pvaminaLion  inirna 


travelma  4,300  miies  hour, 
added. 

''  pnrf*  Ernest  Gehman  <rf  Ea^ 
Mennonite  College  told  tbe 
Crowd  at  Harrisonburg  that  it 
least  lour  other  people  saw  Uw: 
same  UFO  that  Bums  reported,' 
but  are  reluctant  to  make  pub- 
lic statements  for  fear  of  ridf- 

CulOi  ‘ ^ „ 

I Gehman  said  he  received  a 
felephone  call  yesterday  from  a 


looked  like  an  upside  dowo  ice; 
cream  cone— landed  in  a mead- 
ow for /a  minute  or  so  then 
took  off  at  a high  rate  of  s'peed. 

Last  night  8-year-oId  Bruce 
Hogshead  ran  Into  bis  home  and 
asked,  “.Mama,  do  you  want  to 
see  a flying  saucer?”  The  fam- 
ily went  into  a woods  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  away  and! 


watched  the  UFO  for  about  five 
minutes. 

The  parents  and  five  children! 
are  reoorted  to  have  watched' 


held  infermatipn  until  Bums! 
reported  bis 
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power  line  to  the  left  of  the  highway.  These  telephone  poles  are  approximately 
75  f"t  in  height.  Descent  of  the  object  was  at  an  angle  and  the  object  appeared 
to  bb  spinning  slightly.  IIo  sound  was  heard.  The  car  of  the  witness  stopped 
as  though  the  car  had  ran  out  of  gas.  The  car  proceeded  about  50  ft  down  the 
road  and  Mr  Burns  pulled  the  car  to  the  side  of  the  road.  The  object  crossed 
the  road  about  100  yrds  in  front  of  the  car  and  landed  in  a field  to  the  right 
about  100  yds  from  the  highway.  Total  time  of  the  landing  portion  of  the  reported 
observation  was  approximately  15  seconds,  plus  or  minus  five.  The  object  was 
reported  to  have  landed  in  a field  and  remained  there  in  excess  of  one  minute 
but  less  than  two  minutes.  Mr  Burns  got  out  of  the  car,  walked  around  to  the 
front  of  it  and  stood  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  looked  at  the  object.  At  no 
time  was  any  sound  heard.  The  object  rose  straight  up  to  an  estimated  altitude 
of  about  200  ft,  tilted  at  an  angle  and  shot  off  into  space,  disappearing  in  a 
matter  of  a few  seconds.  Direction  of  departure  was  about  sixty  degrees  to  the 
right  of  its  approach,  A whoosing  sound  accompanied  depar1:ure.  There  was  no 
exhaust  or  contrail  noted. 

CHECIC  FOR  RADIATION 


A thorough  geiger  counter  check  of  the  area  was  made.  At  no  tine  was  a 
reading  obtained  to  Indicate  any  radioactivity  above  normal  background  radiation. 
The  dial  on  the  watch  of  the  college  student  wlth<9IBfHto^  indicated  a reading 
of  l.^/mr.  Subsec^ent  to  return  from  Fishersvllle  the  car  of  Mr  HMMHiflHps 
was  checked  with  the  geiger  counter  also.  (59  mercury  station  wagon).  The 
only  reading  obtained  was  a reading  on  the  left  rear  door  similar  to  the  returns 
from  the  students  wrist  watch  (l.5/mr).  The  check  for  radiation  was  made  with 
a Model  2566,  Beta-Gama  Survey  Meter,  manufactured  by  the  Nuclear -Chicago  Cor- 
poration, serial  number  1203*  This  instrument  had  been  calibrated  and  was  in 
good  working  order.  On  I5  Jan  65  this  instrument  was  checked  for  accuracy  and 
a calibration  check  on  report  number  03422J  was  made  and  the  geiger  counter  found 
to  be  in  good  working  order.  Tne  range  of  the  instrument  is  0-2500  mr/hr. 

r 

HJBLIC  RFLA'HONS 

During  the  investigation  at  the  alleged  landing  site,  Mr  Dallas  M Kersey 
news  reporter  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley  News  Bureau,  P 0 Box  8U6,  Staunton, 
Virginia  arrived  at  the  site,  A copy  of  an  article  under  his  byline  furnished 
to  the  Richmond  Times  Dispatch  appeared  on  the  following  day  and  a subseqpaent 
orxicle  carrieo  on  l6  January  1965-  Copies  of  these  articles  are  attached. 


ADDITIONAL  DATA 


Examination  of  the  field  showed  that  grass  and  brittle  weeds  stems  had  not 
been  depressed  or  broken  over  any  large  area.  There  was  no  indication  that  a 
large  vehicle  or  object  of  any  significant  weight  had  landed  in  the  field.  Dr 
^■■■■^Pstated  that  he  had  contacted  occupants  of  thg^  ad j^cent_£ac?^  houses 
ir.d  they  ^een  or  heard  nothing. 

^UPtnd  h.as  appeared  on  several  local  radio  programs  in  the  area.  It  was  because 
of  one  of  these  radio  programs  that4|||P|pi3  stated  that  he  had  revealed  his 
observation.  The  object  had  been  observed  on  21  Doc  6U  by  he 

contactctiMMHHPft  on  29  Dec.  On  30  Dec  WKftfKt  went  to  the  area  of  the  alleged 
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Broadwa/,  Virginia 
January  6,  1965 
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U.F*0,  Investigation  Office 
Wright  Patterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Gentlemen : 


I have  a good  friend  at  Eastern  Mennoni  te  .Cbl  lege  in 
Harrisonburg,  Vi  rginia,'^S|^BBilHI^||pigM  who^s  interested 
in  U.F.O.'s*  He  told  me  that  on  December  21'',  19^^/  ^ 
Mr.ifPMBs  was  traveling  on  the  highway  between  Staunton  and 
Waynesboro  about  5 P»  H.'.  when  his  car  suddenly  stalled  and 
as  he  drifted  to  a stop  off  the  payment  a large  flat  bottomed, 
circular  and  dome  Si  aoed  cbiect  passed  directly  overhead, 
crossing  the  hic‘'Wc:  _nii  gently  settled  to  earth  about  100 

yards  away.  J '>^he  object  to  be  about  125  feet  in 

di ame  ter. 


I . w . .'o  u^tai ' s of  the  shap  :,  however,  he  said 
it  had  - -Diwc  glow  around  the  per;r.ec',r.  It  sat  there 
about  suconus  and  suddenly  rose  and  Icfi  'he  area  heading 
toward  the  mountain  at  a terrific  speed,  ht  nt  back  in  his 
car  and  the  motor  started  promptly  so  he  drove  away  very 
shaken  up. 


This  is  probablyroutine  to  you  :he  significant 

point  is  that  acquired  a counter  from  the 

college,  took  and  had  him  sno  . ' m the  area.  This 

was  on  Dccerrx*'  . 964,  The  Ge  i gerc^  **  :e showed  intense 

radioactivity  ^ '.ot  v<here4iMWn^^  :he  object 

land.  No  doubt  the  area  is  still  rad^cc. ^ . 
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did  not  say  what  type 
be  of  some  help  to  yo 
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' jre  present. 
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, Eastern  Mennonite  college, 
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lAtlon  Indicates  that  radlatlra 
ilvliig  a count  Ixidlcated  hy  you  on 
sa  at  present.  If  possible  vs  vould 
a on  the  gel^er  counter  idiich  yw 
; your  Interrlevs  vlth  vltnesses  at 
lb  date  the  only  Indication  of  an 
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Harrisonburg,  Virginia 

Dr*  vH^IBBiH^i s on  the  faculty  at  Eastern  Mennonite 
College,  Harrisonburg,  Virginia* 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  letter* 
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* ‘Through  faith  we  Uhder^tctndt 
lhat  the  worlds  were  framed 
by  the  word  of  God  . . ^ 

Keyhcw’s  View  | 

A similar  view— that  there 
are  other  planets  with  life  on 
them— is  shared  by  Maj.  Donald 
Keyhoe  of  Luray.  a retired  ma* 
Fine  corps  pilot  who  is  now  di- 
n^ctor  of  NTCAP.  He  Is  a notf^l 
authority  and  author  on  UFO’s. 

Major  Keyhoe  said  "if  would 
be  narrow-minded  of  us  to  be- 
lieve that  we  are  the  only  living 
creatures  in  a galaxie  with  bO* 
lions  of  stars  and  several  milllqii 
thought  to  have  planets/' 

.It  is  very  possible  that  another ^ 
planet,  possibly  not  in  our  solar' 
Fystem,  has  life  on  it  developed 
hundreds,  or  eVen  millions » ol 


^ol  Routine  Sighting 

Until  Sergeant  Moody  files 
hh  report  his  findings  will  not 
be  known,  but  he  admitted  fhatj 
"This  is  an  unusual  sighiingj 
Jt*s  not  routine.  If  it  was  routine 
we  wouldn’t  be  here/' 

When  the  question  was  raised 
last  week  whether  Bums  was 
telling  a true  story  or  one  he 
had  fabricated  for  putjUciiy^  a 
young  boy  came  to  his  aid.  Ken- 
neth Norton  Jr*,  14,  said  he  had 
seen  a similar  object  about  the 
same  time  on  the  . same  day 
from  a bedroom  window  of  his 
Staunton  home*  He  ' told  hds 
mother  about  the  object  on  tha^ 
same  day— December  21.  ^ . 

Urged  by  Professor  Gehman 

If  others  had! 


Gehman  got  a *'trememk>usly 
high  n^ffding"  of  radUiion,  ami 
his  finding  has  been  verified  by 
H.  M.  Ox3k  of  Staunton,  a n> 
search  engineer  at  Waynes- 

boi'o's  Du  Pont  plant. . Gohman 
"was  having  a Uzzy  because 


said/ "We  spent;  45  minutes  In 
the  field  this  read- 

ing down.  We  checked  the  ra- 
dium dials  on  our  watche^p  even! 
went  over  a small  hill  from  the 
field*  but  this  was  definitely  an, 
accurate  reading.  The  only 
thing  I can  say  is  that  it  was 
hot  j radioactive)/' 

' To  TesUSoH 

Gehmaji  said  he  plans  to  take 
samples  of  the  soil  in  the  field 
in  the  next  few  days  for  labora- 
lory  tests. 

Last  Tuesdy,  22  days  after 
Bums'  sighting,  the  air  force 
sent  two  men  here  from  Wright- 
Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  to  investigate  a 
report  they  had  gotten  of  the 
UFO  in  a letter  from  a valley 
resident*  The  air  base  is  head- 
quarters for  project  Blue  Book 
which . investigatCA  aighUngs  of 


to  notify 
alsa-5cca- the  three  per^ 

sons  have  said  they  also  notrcedl 
an  unusual  object  about  the! 

same  flme*vA  research  englneer^l 
and  his  son  who  Uve  near 
Waynesboro  airport  were  out- 
side and  also  saw  a strange  ef-  i 

•* 

feci*  Another  mag  who  lives  In 
Waynesboro  reported  seeing  a 
UFO. 

Although  residents  of  this 
area  have  responded  with  li>* 
tcrest  to  Sums'  account,  many-* 
are  still  skeptical  and  point  to^ 
the  loopholes  in  his  story*  s , 
Moil  Frequent  Question 

The  question  most  often  raised 
Is  why  w'eren't  other  cars 
stopped  by  the  flying  vehicle  as 
Bums  says  his  wa^;  also,  Rt 
250  is  a heavily  traveled  road  | 
in  this  area,  yet  he  doesn’t  re- 
call any  other  can  passing  the 
scene  nor  have  any  reponed 
being  there. 

Professor  Gchman  has  pre-| 
pared  a report  of  the  entire  in-j 
cident  to  be  filed  with  the  Na-j 
tj[>nal  Invsrt  gratia  ns  Committee! 
on  Aeiiaj  Phenomena  (NlCAPl 
at  Washinsfton*  N^ICAP  receives^ 
all  reports  of  UFO's,  checks) 
them  and  catalogues  its  findings^ 

Professor  Gehman.  who  alsq 
IS  a minister,  thinks  Ihere 
possible  some  connection  he- 
tween  the  L’FO's  and  a passage 
in  the  New  Tesiamem's  book  ol 
St.  Luke  iTferrin^  to  the  sec- 
ond comini:  of  Christ: 

"Ami  thi're  shall  be  signs  in 
I he  sun*  and  In  the  moon,  and 
n the  stars;  and  upon  fhq 
iarih  distre'Ci  of  naljons,  wlih 
jierpkxUy;  and  the  sea  and  the 
,v.ives  roaring  , * ." 

Gehman  also  sajd  he  feels 
that  possibly  the  word  "worlds" 
in  Hebrews  U 13  meant  to  indi- 
cate G*xi  created  more  than  one. 
[ilanet  ^viih  living  beings;  " ; 


off  at  a tremendous  rate  of 
5 peed.  ^ f 

Burns  said  (he  object  appar- 
ently caused  the  engine  of  his 

■ ir  to  stop. 

Bums'  was  "astonished"  at 
the  timeAHe  told  his  wife  about 
it  but  the  family  decided  to 
k'-ep  the  story  a secret  "he- 

■ ause  I thought  people  would 
thmlcl'm  crazy/'  But  after  hear- 
ing of  other  similar  'sightings! 
of  unidentified  flying  objects 
4.'F0*s>  in  the  Shenandnah'  val-| 
;oy  he  decided  to  toil  his  story 
piihlicly* 

Since  the  episode  was  Dbljf 
to  The  Times^DrsoHfch  W>dnei* 
d*iy,  Bums  has  been  ca 
crazy"  and  "nuts"  many  times. 
But  he  also  has  believers,  many, 
C'f  wnom  doubted  the  exists 
?nce  of  UFO's  in  the  past, 

^UFO  Club  , 

One*  of  his  most  ardent  be-J 
havers,  for  good  reason*  it  Er-] 
nest -Gehman,  professor  of  Ger-| 
man  at  Mmnomte  Col-t 

in  -Hairtsonburg*  He  is) 
^0^‘fisor  of^  recently  •'  formed | 
FO^"dub.at..lha-college  which 
".  ’^ftgates- stories  similar-^  to 

Nine  days  af’cr  Bums  said 
» • f^fivv  the  HO  fo  9ii-fant  objecl* 
r''i.T.ar»  tfvik  a G*Mcer  counter 
^ rlie  sire  to  che^k  fnr  ridjation' 
If  thnt  omen  rejxrrtgdj 

i O'.s  have  given  off  radiattdrrJ 


toward- the' field  of  these 


force 

unexplained  vehicles,  * j 

"The  high  level  jx»Jicy  of  thej 
ale  force  is  to  play  this  thsnd 
fUJ'O  reports)  down,"  Major 
Keyhoe  said*  "The  policy  is  t<^ 
deny  everything  until  they  have 
more  answers."  i 

**^he  air  force-  maintains  in  a 
publication  on  Project  Blue 

Bo*Jk  that  "to  date,  no  unidenti- 
fied aerial  phenomena  has  given 
any  indication  of  threat  to  the 
national  security;  there  has 


UFO's  reported  to  the  rdr  force*| 


security 

been  no  evidence  submitted  loS 
or  discovered  by  the  air  forcei 
that  unidentified  sightings  rep- 
resented technological  develop^ 
mcnis  or  principles  beyond  the 
range  of  our  present  day  seteo- 

and  finally  J 


After  ft  30-mIiiule  investfgft- 
l*on  in  Hie  fWrf  wPh  afr 
Geiger  counters^  !he  servicemen 
reached 


the  conclusion  that 

there  Is  no.  radiation  in  the  fieJd. 
They  could  give  Bums  no  'ex- 
planation for  what  he  saw,  but 
Sgt*  David  Moody,  head  of  the 
team*  said  he  would  rule  out  in 
his  final  report  any  possibility 
of  Ji  h^mg  an  airplane  or  hell* 
copter  because  of  the  nature  of 
Bums'  reporL 

It  was  nearing  dusk  on  De- 
cember 21  when  Bums  said  he 
saw  the  UFO.  Only  one  visibl*- 
hr*hf  shone  from  ft— a foot-wide 
hluf»  hand  arouml  the  base,  he 
>aid.  The  v'ehicle  made  no  noise 
except  for  ,1  slight  "whooshing 
sound"  when  it  left.  Tt  had  no 
visibie  duui'i  ur  windows* 
said*'  :/  _ - : 1 


tific  knowledge 
there  has  been  nothing  in  the 
way  of  evidence  or  other  data 
to  indicate  that  these  unidenti- 
fied Sightings  were  extra  fer-j 
restriaJ  vehicles  under  inlellk 
gent  control,"  j 

Major  Keyhoe  counters  with:! 
'T  think  the  same  as  the  air 
force  secreUy  does— these  ve-i 
hides  are  from  another  plane u 
with  far  superior  inlcliigence  to! 
ours." 

Regardless  of  what  the  future’ 
has  in  store  for  this  pUnet  and 
UFO's,  Keyhoe  is  concerned 

■ 

that  presently  an  accidental  nu-JS 

m ^1  _ ■ -I 


rVar  war  could  Im?  triggered  by 
Russia  or  the  United  States. 
"The  air  force  secrecy  js  dan- 
gerous because  these  UFO's 
could  be  mistaken  for  an  enemy 
attack,"  he  said*  Many  have 
been  picked  up  on  radar  screens, 
he  added*  J 


Prof.  Ernest  Gehman 
. Cites  BLbfe  ' ^ 
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policy  of  the  air  force  I*  to  play  tbli  thing 

K*yhoe  aaid.  ''The  policy  Im  to  deny  everything 
until  they  have  more  amwera.^^  ^ ” 

f *5.^®*  f“*®»  Air  Fora'*  negative  Andinga,  one 

of  wh^  U That  there  haa  been  nothing  In  the  way  of  e^encc 
or  other  to  indicate  that  these  uoideniiAed  sightings  were 
extraterrestrial  vehicles  under  InteUlgem  cootroL** 

MaJorKeyhoe  counters  with:  think  the  same  a*  the  Air 

rorce  secretly  does  these  vehicles  art  firom  another  olaoet 
with  Imr  lupwrlor  InteHigence  to  ouri." 
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y BeceiTiber  31,  1934 — Fishery! lie.  Vi r~inia — Gunsriiith  Horace  Burns 
reported  a 125  foot  in  diameter  and  80  to  SO  foot  hi2;h  saucer  Trhioh 
landed  in  a nearby  meadovr  for  t~o  minutes  near  WoodroT?  Vilson  Education 
Center.  A hicch  bacV:ground  radiation  count  vtis  detected  by  Professor 
Ernest  Gehman  of  the  Eastern  Menncnite  Colls;:e  at  the  site  the  next  day 
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Virginians  See  Flying rSducers 


bi  ^ ± 


I By  TOM  PENDERGAST  cers  in  the  sldes.^Just  don't  jhoot  says  Kent,  *’and  see  rf flections 
^ RICHMOND,  Y>*  — At!  the  little  green  • men  . reported  in  the  iky.  But  anyone  carrying 

^east  one  Virgmja  sher\ff  thinks  I accompanying  them. ' ' firearms  in  the  county  without 

f^.'ntkay  to  watch  for  flying  sau- 1 "This  thing  has  gotten  corn*  good  reason  will  be  dealt  with 


plelely  out  of  hand,"  says  SheK  according'  to  the  law."  . 
. iff  John  Ei'  ^Kent^  of  Augusta  . 


lures  from  outer  space  have 


County.  ';it  U npw  dan^rwj  to  landed «-  "Who's  got  the  right! 
; county  rcsidenlS{"  I to  mow  them  down?"  * ! 

, Almost'  daily,  Virginians^  are  Even  the  Air  Force  has  gotten 
I reporting  unidentified  flying  the  act.  It  has  discounted ! 
objects  - UFO  - In  several  confirming  exist-! 

; parts  of  the  stale.  And  some 

i claim  they  have  seen  little  Mar-  record,  a spokesman  adds: 
lian  types  wandering  around  on  "Our  cases  are  never  dosed 
the  ground.  ^ ' until  the  reported  objects  are 

1 “Anyone  can  go  but'at  night,"  sufficiently  identified," 
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PREPARED  BY  THE  FLYING  SAUCER 
INVESTIGATING  COMMinEE  OF  AKRON,  OHIO 

P.O.  DRAWER  G - AKRON.  OHIO  44305 


GIGANTIC  UFO  LANDS  NEAR  STAUNTON,  VIRGINIA 


The  visitor  from  outer  space  rested  on  t>ie  meadow  for  from 
60  to  90  seconds  and  then  with  a "whoosh/*  the  sound  no  doubt 
caused  by  the  air  rushing  under  it«  It  suddenly  rose  straight  up 
for  several  hundred  feet  and  Immediately  took  off  in  a north* 
easterly  direction  at  a speed  much  greater  than  when  it  crossed 
the  highway  from  the  north  the  first  Umc,  which  Mr,  Burns  esti- 
mates to  have  been  about  15  miles  per  hour. 

After  it  was  gone,  Burns  got  Into  his  car  again  and  was  sur* 
prised  to  find,  when  he  pressed  the  starter  bunon*  that  there  was 
nothing  wrong  with  the  engine  and  that  it  started  off  at  once. 
As  he  drove  away  he  was  evidently  very  much  excited  and  en* 
grossed  In  his  thoughts  about  the  apparition  (as  who  wouldnH 
be?h  for  be  cannot  recall  seeing  any  other  vehicles  coming  or 
going  on  Route  250  for  possibly  a mile.  But  no  doubt  other  cars 
on  that  busy  highway  must  have  been  halted  by  the  UFO's 
tremendous  magnetic  field,  and  other  drivers  must  have  wit* 
nessed  the  sight;  we  are  still  hoping  that  any  such  will  make  the 
(act  known. 

Horace  Bums  went  home  and  told  Mrs.  Burns  the  story  of 
what  he  bad  seen,  but  declared  he  would  not  tell  anyone  else 
"They'd  think  I'm  cra^y/'  he  said.  But  six  days  later,  when  Mr, 
Jim  Shipp  of  WSVA  announced  on  the  6 p.m.  newscast  about 
the  exisiehce  of  the  UFO  Investigators  as  an  extra-curricular  dub 
at  iCastem  Mennonlte  Ckillege^  Mrs.  Bums  convinced  her  husband 
that  he  should  report  his  experience.  He  told  it  on  Monday  to 
Mr.  bhipp,  who  Informed  me,  the  undersigned  sponsor  of  the  UFO 
Investigators,  and  f taped  the  story  on  Tuesday  as  Mr.  Burns  told 
it  in  his  gunshop.  I had  never  known  or  heard  of  Horace  Bums 
before  that  Monday  afternoon.  On  Wednesday  I made  a prelim* 
tnary  testing  of  the  area  with  a Geiger  counter  which  revealed 
radioactivity  of  over  60,000  counts  per  minute.  Thb  was  9 days 
after  the  UFO  had  briefly  rested  there! 

As  an  interesting  and  unplanned  corroboration  of  Horace 
Bums*  story,  let  me  mention  the  fact  that  1 found  the  exact  landing 
area  of  the  UFO  by  myself  with  the  Geiger  counter^  Mr.  Bums 
had  inletaJed  to  accompany  me  to  the  spot,  but  when  the  hour 
arrived  for  us  to  go  to  the  place  four  miles  east  of  Staunton 
(which  la  28  miles  south  of  Harrisonburg)  he  could  not  leave  his 
gunshup  until  a certain  dealer  In  West  Virginia  had  come  to  pick 
up  a lot  of  guns  which  Bums  had  repaired  for  the  dealer's 
customers  and  which  they  had  to  have  the  next  day  to  shoot  out 
the  old  year  and  to  shoot  in  the  rtew!  ^ 

(Continued  on  Page  2>  I 


VDCCINIA  HIT  BY  "SAUCERS" 

UnidentUfed  ftytng  objects  were  < very  where  — or  so  it  seemed, 
during  Laat  December  and  January  Eipecially  was  thia  true  in 
Augusta  CouDty  in  western  Virginia,  (J8tb  parallel) 

Many  Vlrigiiiiaiis  from  various  walks  of  Life  reported  sigh  tings 
of  mysterious  objects  in  the  sky,  on  the  ground,  and  even  little 
men  scurrying  over  the  Virginia  countryside 

Profeaaor  Ernest  Gehman,  of  Extern  Mennonlte  College  at 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  entered  the  picture  at  that  dme  ( Harrisonburg 
la  20-30  miioi  tiorth).  Prof.  Gehman  launched  himself  Into  the 
Inveatigatam,  and  found  himself  unexpectedly  involved  In  a 
succcsstOD  of  fast  moving  discoveries. 

The  report  is  thorough,  complete,  and  dearly  written.  But  a 
peater  value  attaches;  that  of  his  ftrst-haod  contact  with  the  Air 
Force  invrstigabons  learn.  His  keen  observations  and  insights 
touch  many  huniUar  '"bases"  in  the  continuing  controversy  over 
UFOs. 

Dr.  Gehnu's  report  follows,  complete  and  unabridged. 


GIGANTIC  UFO  LANDS  NEAR  STAUNTON,  VIRGINU 
(Report  oa  Sighting,  Radiation,  and  Air  Force  Investigation) 

Possibly  the  most  remarkable  sighting  o fan  unidentified  flying 
object  ever  reported  to  have  :aken  place  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
cxxufrecl  at  5 p.m,  on  Monday,  Dec;  21,  1964.  Mr,  Horace 
Bums,  Uving  at  Grottoes,  Va,,  and  conducting  a small  gunshop 
business  on  North  Mahi  Street  In  Harrisonburg,  was  driving  his 
58  .Mercury  station  ^vagon  a few  miles  east  of  Staunton  un  Route 
250  toward  Waynesboro,  when  he  saw  a huge  metallic  object 
coming  out  of  the  sky  north  of  the  highway.  As  it  crossed  Route 
250  about  200  het  ahead  of  him,  his  motor  stopped  dead, 
'^conked  out,"  as  he  tells  it,  and  hts  car  seemed  fo  come  to  an 
unnaturally  t|uirk  sh>p, 

'The  UFO  landed  lightly  'likes  bubble**  In  a small  meadow 
ml  a spot  about  tOO  yards  from  the  highway.  Mr.  Bums  guided 
his  car  to  the  side  of  the  road,  got  out  and  stood  beside  it,  and 
stared  in  amooement  at  the  awesome  spectacle.  What  he  saw  re* 
sembled  In  shape  an  upsidedown  toy  top,  but  the  sire  of  it  was 
astounding.  "It  was  125  feet  In  diameter,  at  least,  and  60  to  90 
feet  high!  be  deefams.  And  besides  being  generally  cone-i*haped, 
its  circular,  sloping  sides  rose  in  about  6 large,  concentric  con- 
voludona  that  decreased  in  diameter  to  a dome  al  the  top. 

Although  In  the  gathering  twilight  Craftsman  Bums  could  not 
be  sure  of  the  exact  nature  of  the  material  of  which  it  was  made,  it 
appeared  to  be  metallic,  possibly  of  aluminum.  He  noted  that  all 
around  the  perimeter  ml  the  base  of  the  monstrous  machine  there 
w>«s  I bluish  <k>w  m a band  about  a /not,  possibly  18  inches, 
wide.  He  could  see  no  windows,  doors,  portholes,  or  even  ^ams 
anywhere  on  the  object  Nor  did  there  seem  to  be  any  sort  of 

landing  gear;  the  vehicle  had  gently  settled  flat  on  Its  bottom  on 
the  ground,  although  he  noted  that  Us  underside  was  slighUy 
curved. 


Diagram  of  the  landing  and  de- 
piirture  of  a gigantic  UFO  4 miles 
east  of  btaunton,  Virginia,  at  5*1)0 
p.m.  on  December  21,  1964. 
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